A Religious Contribution to the UN

Oslo, Norway, 27. October 2015

By Steinar Murud

PF celebrated the UN Day in Oslo
on the 27thOctober in
partnershipwithCentral Jamaat

E AhleSunnat, thelargest mosquein the
city.

An evening programmewas or ganised
under thetitle, «A religious contribution
tothe UN». The format of the
programme was simple; seven speakers
with seven minutes each, concluding with
a few comments and finally refreshments
and social mingling.

Each speaker kept their timewell.

The main imam in the mosque welcomed
the participants withthewords «peace is
awordthatunitesusall».

The representative of the UN
communication office in Oslo, mentioned
the new sustainable development goals,
and explained about thetalks in the UN
ov er the topic religion, freedom of speech
and protection against blasphemy. Even

though there are different opinionson
thisissue and in other questions, the UN
isstillour bestarenatosolve
international conflicts.

The deputy chief of mission from the
PhilippineEmbassy gave avery
interestingreporton «UN and
Interfaith». Particularly about the
Philippine’s experiences with interfaith
dialogueboth inthe UN and in other
international organisations.

A Sunniimam from a neighbouring
mosquespokeon the topic «Religion and
Peace.» Noreligion promote war. That is
a wrong interpretation of religion. The
Lord of the universeis the merciful Lord,
Sustainer and Provider for allhumans.
He said the UNworkstocreatean
atmosphereof peace and added thatthis
isalsothe work of religion.

A vicar from the Church of Norway
addressedthe title; «Is Peacewithout
God Possible? » With the definition of

peace as absence of war, he said «yes».
He said that the ability todiscern
between good and bad, is builtinto the
heartof all human beings, independent of
our belief. All of us have the samebasic
law inour heartsandby following this we
can create peacein the world, even
withoutfaith in God.

The Shiaimam elaborated on the
question; «How can religion create
peace?»

Dialoguewith respect, was his key point.
There aresomany common points and
principlesinthereligions. Peacecan
come whenwe practice these, while
conflicts between religionsis a result of
ignoranceof one’s spiritual roots.

Finally, the Norwegian UPF leader
commentedon the topic «Religion, peace
and the UN». He emphasized the
relevance of religion. Oneimportantrole
istopromote universal values. He
pointed at the needto strengthen our
common platform of values. He
expressed hope that religion could bea
sourceofinspiration for individualsto
work for peace, and introduced further
the idea of an interfaith council in the
UN.

Good refreshments provided by the
helpful staff in themosqueclosedthe
ev ening programme.






