
 

 

The passing of Dario Pisano and Marrianne Parnow plus Los Angeles Fires 
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Brothers and sisters, 

 

Let's pray for our members in Los Angeles. Many people have been evacuated, including those at 

Pasadena house. It's a tragic situation for so many. 

 

Next week, we will have a Rise Up workshop in Las Vegas with True Mother. We are inviting new 

members, especially for the workshop on Friday and Saturday, then we will have a National Sunday 

Service. Next week Sunday service will be coming live from Las Vegas 10 am PST. 

 

We are saddened to hear of the passing of Dario Pisano in Oregon and Marrianne Parnow in the Bay 

Area. Details of services will come from the local area. 

 

God Bless, 

 

Kevin and Masako Thompson 

 

 
Los Angeles fires - it's an apocalypse 
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What's the latest on the Los Angeles 
wildfires and what caused them? 
3 hours ago 

James FitzGerald and Tom McArthur 
BBC News 

Watch: Doorbell camera captures moment Palisades fire burns home 
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Wildfires are ripping across parts of Los Angeles, leading to at least 11 deaths, burning 
down hundreds of buildings, and prompting evacuation orders for tens of thousands 
across the county. 

Despite the efforts of thousands of firefighters, the biggest blazes remain mostly 
uncontained. 

Weather conditions and the underlying impact of climate change are expected to 
continue fanning the flames for days to come, and there is intense scrutiny of officials' 
preparedness for the disaster. 

Authorities say they expect the death toll will increase. 

What's the latest? 
In Los Angeles County, some 153,000 people are under evacuation orders as of Friday. 
Many of them fled their homes with just the belongings they could carry. 

Another 166,000 residents are under evacuation warning, meaning they may need to 
leave their homes soon. 

More than 10,000 buildings have been razed by the fires, which are the most 
destructive in the history of LA. 

A further 60,000 are also at risk. Insured losses are expected to be above $8bn (£6.Sbn) 
because of the high value of the properties damaged. 

A man was arrested on Thursday afternoon after residents suspected that he was 
attempting to start a new fire. 

Police said he was charged with a probation violation but that there was not enough 
probable cause to charge him with arson, and an investigation continues. 

The causes of the original fires are not yet known. 

National Guard troops have been deployed in some parts of the city to prevent looting 
in evacuated areas, with more set to be deployed, and there have been 20 arrests, 
according to police. 

Celebrities who have lost their homes include Mel Gibson, Leighton Meester and Adam 
Brody, who attended the Golden Globes just days ago, actor James Woods and Paris 
Hilton. 

• Follow live updates as fierce winds threaten more fire destruction 

• Watch: Man films escape from fires with elderly: father-in-law 



• What's the latest on the LA fires, and whY. can't they be P-Ut out? 

• Maps and images reveal scale of wildfire devastation 

Where are the fires? 

California firefighters tackling five blazes 
,,,. 

Eaton fire 

Google 

Source: Cal Fire (latest available data as of 04:00 GMT, 10 Jan) mme 
There are at least five fires raging in the wider area, according to California fire officials: 

• Palisades: The first fire to erupt on Tuesday and the biggest in the region, which 
could become the most destructive fire in state history. It has scorched a sizable 
part of land, covering more than 21,000 acres, including the upmarket Pacific 
Palisades neighbourhood. It was 8% contained as of Friday morning 

• Eaton: It has struck the northern part of Los Angeles, blazing through cities such as 
Altadena. It's the second biggest fire in the area, burning nearly 14,000 acres. It is 
3% contained 

• Hurst: Located just north of San Fernando, it began burning on Tuesday night and 
has grown to 771 acres, and is 70% contained 

• Lidia: It broke out on Wednesday afternoon in the mountainous Acton area north of 
Los Angeles and grew to cover almost 400 acres. Authorities say it has been 98% 
contained 

• Kenneth: This new fire broke out on Thursday on the border of Los Angeles and 
Ventura counties. It so far covers more than 1,000 acres. Authorities said its 
progress has been stopped and it has been 50% contained, with no structures 
damaged or destroyed 

The earlier Sunset, Woodley and Olivas fires have been contained. 

Was LA prepared for the fires? 

Largest fires have burnt thousands of buildings 
The Eaton fire spread into working-class areas of Altadena, which 
residents say has been completely devastated 

Eaton fire 
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The Palisades fire swept down the hills and along the Malibu coast, 
' destroying beachfront homes -_:in~luding those of many celebrities ) 
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Source: Cal Fire (latest available data as of 04:00 GMT, 10 Jan), OpenStreetMap llJ llJ DI 

A political row about the city's preparedness has erupted after reports that some 
firefighters' hoses ran dry, provoking criticism from US President-elect Donald Trump. 

• Fact-checking criticism of California Democrats over fires 

In Pasadena, around 11 miles (18km) north-east of downtown LA, Fire Chief Chad 
Augustin said the area experienced a short period of time where pressure was low on a 
small amount of hydrants. All issues had been resolved, he said. 

He attributed the issue to multiple fire engines drawing water at the same time, as well 
as a loss of power lowering pressure. 

Hydrants also ran out of water for a time in the more elevated parts of Pacific 
Palisades. 

California Governor Gavin Newsom said Friday he was ordering an independent 
investigation into the loss of water pressure and the closure of a reservoir in Pacific 
Palisades, which was shut for maintenance before the fires began. 

Mayor Karen Bass returned to the city from a previously arranged trip to Ghana to find 
it on fire. She has faced intense questions about the region's preparedness, her 
leadership in this crisis, and the water issues. 

Before the fires broke out, LA's fire chief warned in a memo that budget cuts were 
hampering the department's ability to respond to emergencies. 

Dismay over the fire threat was worsened by an alert that was mistakenly: sent to every: 
mobile phone in Los Angeles on Thursday, residents say:, prompting anger from some. 
About 10 million people live in the county. 

A second emergency alert warning residents to prepare to evacuate was mistakenly 
sent out to residents in the early hours of Friday. 

During a news conference Friday morning, city authorities said they were investigating 
why the mass alert was sent out, and urged people not to disable the alert function on 
their phones, which they said was vital to provide up-to-the-minute emergency 
information. 

What caused the fires? 
A combination of an exceptionally dry period - downtown Los Angeles has only 
received 0.16 inches (0.4cm) ofrain since October - and powerful offshore gusts known 
as the Santa Ana winds have created ripe conditions for wildfires. 

Santa Ana winds flow east to west through southern California's mountains, according 
to the National Weather Service. 

The winds can also be responsible for the scale of destruction that follows. 

Blowing across the deserts further inland, they create conditions where humidity 
drops, which dries out vegetation. If a fire does start, the winds can fan smouldering 
PmhPrs into ;:m infPrnn in min11tPs. 



Speeds of 60to 80mph (95-130km/h) are common, but gusts ofup to 100mph 
(160km/h) can occur. 

Although the strongest wind gusts have passed through the region, forecasters have 
warned another "traditional Santa Ana wind event" will move in on Thursday night 
local time, according to CBS News. 

Investigations into what initially sparked the fires are continuing. 

LA District Attorney Nathan Hochman said that the focus of law enforcement is 
currently on saving lives and homes and assisting firefighters, but that eventually they 
would tum towards investigating the causes of the fires. 

"If it is determined that there is a man-made and intentional setting of any of the fires 
involved in this situation, the people who committed this arson will be arrested, they 
will be prosecuted and they will be punished to the full extent of the law," he said. 

Hochman also warned people against looting and flying drones - one struck a 
firefighting plane, which was damaged but able to land without any injuries - and 
warned of scams targeting fire victims. 

Authorities said a curfew in the evacuation zones will be in place from 18:00 local time 
to 06:00 Saturday. 

Arson is not the only cause of deadly wildfires. Power lines and other utility equipment 
have sparked some of the most destructive blazes in California's history. In 2018, the 
so-called Camp Fire destroY.ed the town of Paradise and killed 85 people, many of 
whom died in their cars trying to flee. 

There is a glimmer of hope for firefighters, as the fire weather outlook for southern 
California has been downgraded from "extremely critical" to "critical". 

But BBC weather forecaster Sarah Keith-Lucas says there is no rain forecast in the area 
for at least the next week, so conditions remain ripe for fire. 

Although winds were expected to ease slightly later Friday into Saturday, forecasters 
warned that they would pick up again on Sunday into Monday. 

• 'Where do I go?' Chaos as people flee flames 

• What are the Santa Ana winds? 

• Before and after: How wildfires tore through LA 

Malibu seafront left devastated after wildfires 

What role has climate change played? 
Although strong winds and lack of rain are driving the blazes, experts say climate 
change is altering the background conditions and increasing the likelihood of such 
fires. 

Much of the western United States including California experienced a decades-long 
drought that ended just two years ago, making the region vulnerable. 

"Whiplash" swings between dry: and wet periods in recent Y.ears created a massive 
amount of tinder-dry vegetation that was ready to bum. 

US government research is unequivocal in linking climate change to larger and more 
severe wildfires in the western US. 



Related 

"Climate change, mcludmg mcreased heat, extended drought, and a thirsty atmosphere, 
has been a key driver in increasing the risk and extent of wildfires in the western 
United States," the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration says. 

Fire season in southern California is generally thought to stretch from May to October -
but Gov Newsom has pointed out earlier that blazes had become a perennial issue. 
"There's no fire season," he said. "It's fire year." 

• A simple gyide to climate chang~ 

• Stuck in traffic as flames approached: Why LA is hard to evacuate 

How big is the area burnt by the Palisades 
wildfire on the outskirts of LA? 

Source: Cal Fire (latest available data as of 04:00 GMT, 10 Jan) 

Have you been affected by the fires in California? Get in touch here. 

Future Earth newsletter 
Get the latest climate news from the UK and 
around the world every week, straight to your in box 

Sign up for our Future Earth newsletter to get exclusive insight on the latest climate 
and environment news from the BBC's Climate Editor Justin Rowlatt, delivered to your 
in box every week. Outside the UK? Sign up to our international newsletter here. 
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Two pearls, a saw, a toy- this is what the Hundreds of California prison inmates ► Prince Harry and Meghan hug 
residents in Pasadena survivors of LA fires went back for fight wildfires - and stigma 
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When Carter met Kim - and stopped a nuclear war 
The former US president halted a US-North Korea showdown, but was also accused of 
going rogue. 

World 

Fact-checking criticism of California Democrats over 
fires 
The US president-elect has criticised a top California Democrat for challenges fighting the 
blazes in Los Angeles. 

US & Canada 

US and UK toughen sanctions on Russian oil industry 
The actions are aimed at cutting off revenue Moscow is using to fund its war in Ukraine. 
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Europe 

LA celebrities lose homes, share reactions to wildfires 
Jeff Bridges, Mel Gibson, Paris Hilton and Adam Brody are among the celebrities who have 
lost their homes. 
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'It's like a ton of bricks fell on me' - Victims' loved ones 
share stories 
An amputee and his bedbound son, a man trying to defend his home of 55 years are among 
the 11 victims of the Los Angeles fi res. 
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