Things That We Must Leave Our Descendants When We Die

Sun Myung Moon
March 1, 2009
As a Peace-Loving Global Citizen, Pages 154-155

There are two things
we must leave our
descendants when we
die. One is tradition,
and the other is
education. A people
without tradition will
fail. Tradition is the
soul that allows a
people to continue, a
people without a soul
cannot survive. The
second thing of
importance is
education. A people
will also fail if it does
not educate its
descendants.
Education gives us
the power to live with
new knowledge and
objectives. Through
education, people
acquire wisdom for
Photo date and location unknown living. Anyone who
cannot read will be
ignorant, but once educated a person will know how to use his wisdom in the world to manage his own
life.

Education helps us to understand the principles by which the world operates. To open up a new future, we
need, on the one hand, to pass on to our descendants the tradition that has been handed down to us over
thousands of years and, on the other, to also apply them with education concerning new things. When
tradition and new knowledge are appropriately integrated in our lives, they give birth to an original
culture. Tradition and education are both important, and it is impossible to say which takes priority over
the other. The wisdom to integrate the two also comes to us through education.

I wanted to educate children to love heaven, love their country, and love humanity. | wrote my motto for
the school as a piece of calligraphy that said in Chinese characters, "Love Heaven, Love Humanity, Love
Country."

A school is a holy place where truth is taught. What are the most important truths that should be taught in
school? The first is to know God and recognize His existence in the world around us. The second is to
know the fundamental origin of human beings, our responsibilities, and how to fulfill our responsibilities
for the sake of the world. The third is to realize the purpose for the existence of human beings and to then
create an ideal world for that existence. These things can be understood only after they have been taught
with sincerity and dedication over a long period.

Education today is focused on creating a winner-take-all society where those who finish first are rewarded
with a monopoly on happiness. This is not the right way to educate children. Education must be a means
for creating a world where all humanity can live together.

Philosophies and methods of education that have dominated us until now must be changed to ones that let
us advance toward humanity's common goals. If the United States were to educate only for the sake of the
United States, and Britain only for sake of Britain, then humanity's future would be dark. Educators must
not teach how to live selfishly but instead impart the wisdom needed to resolve the myriad social
problems we face today.

The role of religious scholars is even more important. Religious scholars do not need to be teaching
complex theories and the superiority of their own religions. Instead, they need to give their students the
wisdom to love humanity and build a world of peace. They need to teach the principle of selflessness. We
cannot expect a future of happiness for humanity if scholars do not take the lead in teaching our
descendants the principles of peace. Humanity is one brotherhood and sisterhood, and the world is one
family.



