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Sun Myung Moon and Bo Hi Pak at the Washington Monument Rally, September 18, 1976 

 

Our members, too, suggested to me that this was too ambitious a plan and that we should not go forward. 

The National Mall surrounding the Washington Monument was an open park in the middle of an urban 

area. There were not many trees -- just a wide expanse of grass. If the crowd were small, it would be 

obvious for everyone to see. To fill such a large area, it would have to be hundreds of thousands of 

people. Our members wanted to know how this could be possible. Prior to this, only two people had held 

large events on the National Mall. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. had held a rally for civil rights on the steps 

of the Lincoln Memorial, and Rev. Billy Graham had held a large gathering there. So it was a place with a 

lot of symbolism. This was the place that I was challenging. 

 

I prayed without ceasing for this rally. Four times I wrote the speech that I was to deliver. A week before 

the event, I still had mixed feelings about what I should say in my speech. Finally, three days before the 

event, I completed the text. Generally, I don't speak from prepared texts. I made an exception in this case, 

because of my concern that the event go well. I knew this was going to be particularly important event, 

though I wasn't quite certain in what way. 

 

I will never forget what happened on that day, September 18, 1976. People started coming to the 

Washington Monument from early in the morning. Some three hundred thousand people gathered. It was 

impossible to tell where all these people had come from. They had all different colors of hair and skin. All 

the races that God sent to earth gathered on that day. It was a rally on a global scale that does not require 

any additional description. 

 

I stood in front of the gathering and declared, "God prepared America for two hundred years. This is the 

time for awakening. America must accept her global responsibility. Armed with Godism, she must free 

the communist world and at last build the Kingdom of God here on the earth." The speech was interrupted 

many times by shouts and applause. 


