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answer in the affirmative. Almighty God could have imagined those kinds of things could happen.
What must have been the reason for sending Jesus with that background? We can imagine that there
must be a reason for God sending the Messiah in such an environment. That’s why God sent an

angel to Joseph in a dream saying that his wife was going to conceive by the Holy Spirit. And he had
to be kind to her and receive her after the childbirth. That was not a vision but a dream, which one
could have forgotten. And Joseph who had done as he had been told in the dream, was certainly a
righteous man, a just man. If it were you, could you have received this Mary?

It was not an easy job. Would Josephhave been happy to receive Mary? No, most unhappy

and unwilling to receive her. Joseph knew that according to the Mosaic law, unchaste women had to
be stoned to death. He knew the law, and there was Mary pregnant. Even though he was told in a
dream that she was made pregnant by the Holy Spirit, could he have believed it? His thought
wavered. At last Joseph decided to receive Mary. In that case, did he receive her openly? Do you
think he could do that? I think that Joseph brought her into his home in secret, and most unwilling,
too. We don’t know if Joseph had any brothers or parents or relatives. The Bible doesn’t tell us this.
We don’t have any such record about the family background of Joseph. None of these things is
written. If Joseph’s family had been in sympathy with Mary and Joseph, there would have been a

ecord of them. Yet, we do not read in the Bible any story or occasion where Mary or Joseph tells
Jesus about his grandparents, uncles, or other relatives. There must be a reason for this.

When Joseph had to bring Mary, could he have consulted the matter with his parents, if there
were any, or any of his relatives? Could he have done that? In light of the Mosaic law, he couldn’t
do it. Even though those people around him might not have known that she was pregnant, he could
not have brought her to his home while they were still in the stage of betrothal. How much more
difficult it would have been for him to bring the girl there while there was such a strict Mosaic law.
And all the more since she was pregnant before marriage. Although he brought her in secret, don’t
you imagine that rumors of her pregnancy had spread? Seemingly they must have lived together in
one room. Rumors and gossips rapidly spread, especially among children—some of these children
must have belonged to his relatives.

In the very bottom of his heart, would Joseph not have wondered about who the other man
was? He guessed this way and that. However righteous a man he may have been, there must have been
occasions on which he asked his wife about the matter. Joseph was a very generous and righteous
man and the benefactor of her life, because she was supposed to have been stoned to death. And
Mary, who knew this and who was so grateful to her husband, could she have answered the question
boastfully like this: “Well, the child of my womb is conceived by the Holy Spirit.”” Could she have
answered like that? In that case, could he have believed it? Well, I think many of you here are from
Christian families, leading lives of faith so far, but still to you it would be unbelievable; you cannot
even imagine that you could believe those words. Then how much more it would have been with
other people! If Mary had answered that way, Joseph would have been very angry, even though he
was told in a dream about something like that. If Mary had answered that the child was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, he could not have believed it, but more than that, he would have been very angry
and indignant. And he could have guessed or imagined that Mary’s story was to conceal the fact
that she had been seeking to cheat her husband. Can you imagine Joseph’s facial expression?
Happy? Indignant? Angry? From this time on, there were troubles between the two. Joseph on
several occasions had asked questions of that kind, and Mary on her part had difficulty with those
questions. There had been troubles already arising. Could it have happened just once, or could.
it have continued from time to time? It is natural that the quarrel among them continued. There
had been attentive ears and inquiring eyes around them, pointing to her. Don’t you imagine that
there had been gossip spreading all over the village? There could have been someone eavesdropping
on the conversations between the couple, who spread the rumor. There could have been many such
things. Mary was in such a situation! How lonely she must have been.

Now consider them going towards Bethlehem. It was almost the time for her to give birth.
If the environment was such that she could have prepared things for the coming child, she would
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nounced the coming of the child, while his wife was aged. And when he did not believe the words, he
was made dumb. And after the birth, after he had named the child as he had been told by the angel
of the Lord, he spoke. And the whole village heard of this. Jesus also was born in that same tradition, el g
in that same unusual way, and those two as cousins could have associated with each other and discussed 7
matters on intimate terms. In the Bible we find there was only one occasion on which Mary visited
Elizabeth. This was another very tangled story. If they were close sisters, they could have come

back and forth to consult matters. Zachariah and Elizabeth heard the rumor about Jesus as the holy
child. So Zachariah and Elizabeth did not like to have Mary visit their family too often because there
was gossip among the villagers. That’s the reason for Mary not being able to visit Elizabeth’s family.

If those two—Elizabeth and Mary—had been one under God’s will and could discuss back and forth
between themselves about the mission of Jesus, things would have been much easier. On the part of
John the Baptist, who came to make straight the way of Jesus, if he had really been able to witness

to Jesus being the Lord, then the people of that time, who esteemed him highly, could have followed
Jesus more easily. And if the mothers had become one, that would have made things much easier.
John the Baptist. unconsciously witnessed to Jesus when he was attuned to the spirit world, but he

did not even dream of Jesus really becoming the Lord or savior. While he had been preparing the way
for the Lord for 30 years, spending almost the whole of his life, he expected the Lord to be something
like this: very wonderful looking, and outwardly a very capable person, we can imagine. In many ways
this person should have been far better, far more elevated, far more wonderful than he himself was.

He did not dream of his cousin becoming the Lord, and savior of the world.

Jesus was nothing compared with John in many ways. John the Baptist had gone the way of
faith mTand he had many unusual things to offer the people. In Jesus, the
carpenter’s assistant, people could find nothing, nothing conspicuous. In the United States, do you
think of carpentry as a high-standard profession? When Jesus came to him to be baptized, he spiritually
was moved and witnessed to him. When he saw the dove alighting on him and heard *““This is my
.beloved son in whom I am well pleased and he is going to save the world,” he witnessed to him.

But when he came back to his own consciousness, it was different. With the Holy Spirit gone from
him, it seemed like a dream. If there are any spiritually receiving members here, you must have
experienced the same thing. The mission of John the Baptist was until the time of Jesus’ coming, so
after he had witnessed to Jesus he should have been so happy to bring all his disciples to him and )
follow him. The whole of the Israelites believed him to be the greatest of all the prophets. Then

what must have prevented John from following Jesus after having witnessed to him? There was

a great reason for that. He had heard the rumor of Jesus being illegitimate. John the Baptist did not
even think of Jesus as his cousin. His mother Elizabeth talked that way to him.

There was some sentiment between Elizabeth and Mary and John the Baptist and Jesus. There
was John the Baptist—highly esteemed with higher education and recognized as a great prophet—and
there was the boy Jesus—entirely ignorant of any ordinary matters, and not educated enough.
Recognizing those differences in background, how could John the Baptist follow Jesus? In Matthew
you ctan read all those stories. When John the Baptist sent one of his disciples to him while he was in
the prison, and asked him “Who are you?”’ Jesus retorted, “Blessed are those who are not offended,”
signifying that John the Baptist had already offended him. And he went on to say, ‘“What did you
go out to the wilderness to see, those who were clad in the raiments of reed? What did you go out
to the wilderness to see—the people richly clad? Did you not see John the Baptist witness to me as
the Lord, did you forget?”’

If John the Baptist had witnessed to Jesus and right after that had followed him, he could have
played the role of the first disciple, the main disciple. The chief disciple was shifted to Peter. That’s
why at the last minute of his life John the Baptist was miserable.

H He was imprisoned. and killed, beheaded. What if he had been d in the place of Jesus?
That’s why in the Bible Jesus said ‘“Among those born of women there was no one greater than John
the Baptist, but in the Kingdom of God the least is greater than John.” Those passed-away saints







