
 

 

True Father and Won Pil Kim Arrive in Pusan to Restart Father's Ministry 
 
January 27, 1951 
 

 
South Koreans flee south after the North Korean army invades 

 

After his release from Hungnam Labor Camp on October 14, 1950, True Father walked some 300 

kilometers across the Korean Peninsula, arriving in Pyongyang ten days later. He spent 40 days in 

Pyongyang, searching for former members of his congregation, and finally departed for the South on 

December 2, 1950, in advance of the Red Chinese army. 

 

He was accompanied by his disciple Won Pil Kim and by Chong Hwa Pak, a follower from Hungnam 

Prison who was injured and had to be pushed on a bicycle. This began their nearly two-month trek to 

Pusan at the southernmost point of the peninsula. Abandoning refugee columns that were continually 

being bombed, they traveled alternate routes, sometimes were set upon by vigilantes and were subject to 

all manner of deprivations. Hearing that Pusan was overflowing with refugees, Chong Hwa Pak, who had 

mostly recovered, stayed behind at a carpenter's house in the city of Gyeongju. 

 

True Father and Won Pil Kim bought train tickets from there to Pusan, some 50 kilometers away. As 

there was no room in the passenger coaches, they rode up front, clinging to the front of the engine, the 

warmth of the steam engine on their backs and a biting winter wind freezing their faces during the final 

two hours of their journey. They arrived at Choryung Station in Pusan, cold and hungry, on January 27, 

1951. From there, True Father restarted his ministry. 

 

 

 


