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Generation

or pressures to convert at the sites. Still,
as Gehring noted, RYS demonstrated “the
public face of what religion can do and
what our movement is capable of doing.”

A third group of institutions, organi-
zations, programs and activities dealt
much more directly with the religious edu-
cation and mobilization of the movement’s
first and second generations. Among the
movement’s educational insti-

national strategy. Members and move-
ment communities tended to plunge into
ad hoc efforts in response to immediate
local needs.

This was less of a problem for move-
ment organizations dedicated to mobiliz-
ing older second-generation members. The
Collegiate Association for the Research of
Principles or CARP, more properly World

AMERICA

was largely conceptual, this was diffi-
cult.

In an early speech entitled “Chal-
lenge Yourself,” Jin Hun Nim stated, “A
couple of people I know very well have
been calling me to ask, “Can I go back
to my school? This is the toughest time
in my whole life.” They cry on the phone,

begging to be allowed to go back.”

The experience was tough, but those
who persevered offered grateful testimonies
acknowledging their spiritual growth.
Michael Balcomb, one of a team of UTS
graduates who assisted Jin Hun Nim,
spoke for the earlier generation when he
stated, “every person needs to have his or

her direct conversion expe-

tutions, Unification Theo-
logical Seminary occupied a
central position. Apart from
being a wellspring of the
movement’s intellectual life,
since the mid-1970s, UTS |
had sent out 23 graduating
classes, more than 1,000
graduates in all. Only a hand-
ful were non-members. Data
on mission assignments indi-
cated that Seminary gradu-
ates were broadly represented
in leadership roles through-
out the movement. In the
early 1990s, the vast bulk of
the movement’s campus min-

rience with God” adding
that, “For our children as
it was for us, that experi-
ence is to be found on the
front line.”

Although its numbers
doubled each year during
the late 1990s, STF was
primarily for an elite core
of second-generation mem-
bers willing to commit one
or two years as full-time
missionaries. In 1995, Rev.
Moon expressed his desire
that World CARP initiate
a more broadly-based puri-

Rev. Moon calligraphy at New Eden Academy, Bridgeport, CT.

ty movement. The result
was the Pure Love Alliance

istry, social service/com-
munity action and interfaith
personnel as well as significant numbers
of overseas missionaries, especially in the
CIS (and later, Brazil), were UTS gradu-
ates. In addition, more than fifty gradu-
ates were serving as “city leaders” and
thirty as “state leaders” in the U.S. The
presidents of the Unification Church in
the U.S., Japan and Korea were each grad-
uates. Additional graduates were involved
in the movement’s journalistic endeavors:
forty alone were associated with The Wash-
ington Times and its allied projects. Twen-
ty graduates were listed in the early 1990s
as pursuing further graduate study and
seventeen were employed as faculty or
administrators at the Seminary. These
placements did not indicate performance
levels, but they demonstrated the close
association between the Seminary’s edu-
cational program and the assumption of
leadership roles in the wider movement.

The vast majority of Seminary gradu-
ates were members of the movement's first
generation. However, there were a num-
ber of church-run daycare, elementary
and secondary schools, notably Jin-A
nursery in New Jersey, a one-year West-
ern Students General Orientation Pro-
gram (GOP) for middle schoolers at the
movement-run Little Angels School in
Korea and New Eden Academy (NEA) on
the campus of the University of Bridge-
port, which unlike the New Hope or RYS
models, consciously attempted to social-
ize members of the second generation in
Unificationist faith. In 1995, the move-
ment created a “Second Generation Depart-
ment” through which it hoped to facili-
tate “a series of educational programs
geared toward meeting the spiritual needs
of children.” This series included “a nation-
al Sunday School curriculum, a national
approach to establishing Unification-based
schools, educational workshops and sum-
mer camps, educational/spiritual
resources—books-manuals-videos, and
more.” The movement conducted its first
National Sunday School Training Work-
shop in August 1995 and published a
Sunday School curriculum. However, it
was difficult to develop a coordinated

CARP as it came to be called, developed
several highly innovative and effective pro-
grams during the mid-1990s. Rev Moon’s
son-in-law, Jin Hun Nim, became Presi-
dent of World CARP in late 1994 and began
to revive the in-your-face confrontation-
al spirit and activist revolutionary elan
which had characterized CARP during the
1970s and 1980s. However, rather than
communists and radical leftists who were
barely visible, World CARP took on a rev-
olution of a markedly different stripe,
mounting an all-out war against “Free
Sex.”

Jin Hun Nim’s first move in August
1994 was to create the World CARP Spe-
cial Task Force (STF).

(PLA). During the fall of
that year, World CARP sponsored a series
of Pure Love Rallies. Jin Hun Nim sound-
ed the clarion call for an alliance against
a society “saturated with impure lifestyles,”
and “real tragedy” that it was a real tragedy
“to talk about pure love as merely an alter-
native.” He forcefully stated, “It should be
the norm, the mainstream, and totally
natural. Pure love should be our true real-
ity.” PLA, in his words, was “calling for
nothing less than a revolution.” In the ini-
tial phase of its program, which had the
purpose of raising public awareness, PLA
utilized confrontational tactics reminis-
cent of those utilized by CARP in its oppo-
sition to communism during the 1980s.

A picture of a

STF was conceived as

PLA marches in
a one or two-year pro-

Washington, D.C

PLA member
smashing a tel-
evision set with

gram of activist edu-
cation for new mem-
bers or high school
graduates before they
entered college. There
was an effort in 1995-
96 to integrate STF
with the World CARP
Academy, headquar-
tered in Boulder, Col-
orado, but this was
financially untenable.
Essentially, those who
joined STF replicated
the intense regime
that first-generation
members had experi-
enced during the ear-
lier period. They lived
in centers, fundraised,
witnessed, studied
and lectured the Prin-
ciple, adhered to pub-
lic schedules, were
encouraged to adhere
to “public attitudes,”

a sledgehammer
during a Wash-
ington, D.C. rally
afforded the
alliance its “first
taste of being in
the print media.”
The alliance’s
“first evening
news spotlight”
covered its
protests in
Chicago over
“hard core
pornogra-
phy...being sold
in campus book-
stores” and its
rally outside
Playboy Enter-
prises national
headquarters
where a large
stuffed bunny
was burned in

joined demonstrations,

canvassed for Rev. and Mrs. Moon’s speak-
ing tours, attended workshops and attempt-
ed to break through personal barriers.
For second generation members who had
done none of this before and whose faith

effigy. PLA
grabbed inter-
national media attention when eighty
members camped out for three days to
get prime bleacher seats for their “No
Oscars for Porn” demonstration against

Milos Forman, director of “The People vs.
Larry Flynt” at the Hollywood Academy
Awards.

Robert Kittel, President of PLA, expressed
confidence in early 1997 that “the Sexu-
al Revolution was a relic of the past.” He
compared it to “the facade of the Com-
munist utopia which suddenly and unex-
pectedly met its demise” and expressed
confidence that the same class-action law-
suits that numerous states jointly filed
against the tobacco industry would in the
future be levied against the sex industry.
He proposed “Absolute Sex” as a counter
to “the free sex belief” and strongly defend-
ed the “A” word, noting that “[t]here are
absolutes in life.” He contrasted the “I do
what I want to” philosophy of free sex over
against “living for the sake of others” which
was “the guiding principle of absolute sex.”
He also noted, “Happiness attained on the
immediate gratification theory quickly tar-
nishes...[while] those who care more about
the well-being of others, find a lasting joy
that shines forever undimmed.”

The conclusion was simple, “Monogamy
works!... Happily married couples live
longer, are better off financially, have fewer
mental illnesses, have a more fulfilling
sexual relationship and thus a much lower
rate of suicide.... The heterosexual two
parent family is... [also] the most eco-
nomical and most successful model used
in raising children. PLA refined and sys-
tematized its presentations, but these sen-
timents remained at the core of its teach-
ing.”

Pure Love summer tours, which PLA
conducted beginning in 1997, culminat-
ed the public-awareness phase of its efforts
and allowed more second-generation mem-
bers, down to the age of fourteen, to par-
ticipate in front-line experiences. Accord-
ing to one testimony, “Thousands of peo-
ple in America ... heard this message as
300 young people stormed 25 North Amer-
ican cities on the Pure Love ‘97 Absolute
Sex National Tour.” As with the previous
rallies, the intention was to “ruffle the
feathers” of America and ignite a “new
sexual revolution.” Tour participants prac-
ticed three-minute Absolute Sex speech-
es, posed the provocative question, “Who
owns your sexual organ? (answer: your
spouse), and fundraised “dollars for decen-
cy.” In every city, there was a Pure Love
march in which members hoisted plac-
ards and raised chants of “Make It Sure,
Keep It Pure” or “Absolute Love, Absolute
Life, Absolute Sex, That’s Right!” March-
es were followed by energetic rallies fea-
turing rock music, hip-hop dancing by
the PLAettes, dancing STD’s (sexually-
transmitted diseases), martial arts, music
by the Funky Gals of PLA, and body surf-
ing in the audience. Tour organizers were
determined to demonstrate to the public,
as well as to the movement’s second gen-
eration, that pure love was not boring or
nerdy. Apart from the requisite protests
at Playboy headquarters in Chicago, the
Kinsey Institute in Bloomington, Indiana,
and SIECUS in Manhattan, 97 tour par-
ticipants visited Yellowstone National Park
and went white water rafting on the Col-
orado River. The ‘98 tour went interna-
tional, spending eight days in Japan where
members conducted strenuous rallies but
found time to hike up Mt. Fuji, tour Osaka
castle, and visit Hiroshima. The '99 tour
hit the southeastern seaboard and south-
ern U.S. states (missed during the ‘97
tour) and added a social-service compo-
nent to each stop with participants clean-
ing dilapidated buildings, gleaning fields,
picking up garbage, painting and land-
scaping.




Acts of a Tribal Messiah: Mark Denni

ark Denni decided at

some point that he

should challenge him-

self and go out and be

involved in inter-faith
activities. This was clearly what Father
was calling him to do and to not be
involved was frustrating and sad. He
started to go to visit churches and
mosques. At first it was

do something else, sit through long
meetings that sometimes aren’t always
joyful or even wondering
about the value of the con-
tent. However Mark kept
at it. He has been an inspi-
ration to me and others
to see a generally mild
mannered faithful broth-
er step out
in faith and

a chore, something that
he had to do but as he
kept at it he found that
he began to enjoy the
dialogue and the con-
nections that he made.
He was involving him-
self in a bible study at
work and he was intro-
duced to a local inter
faith group by our sis-
ter Bruna Allen which
included Bahai and
Muslims as well as
Christians.

Despite his busy job
schedule and the raising of four chil-
dren he made the time to put this inter-
faith outreach into his weekly sched-
ule. It often means sacrifice, having to
attend meetings when he would rather

by Lesa Ellanson

ere has been much interest in

I the Chung Il Guk Horsemanship
Seminar. We have had such an
overwhelming response from families
who wish to expand God’s presence on
earth as we work and love His creation.
Unfortunately, we will be limiting
enrollment to 12 participants for the
following reasons: This is our inaugu-
ral year. As such, we will be building

by Bruce Sutchar

ver the years, I
have found it
harder and harder to find a
good movie on a Saturday
night. When we were on MFT,
we would usually all go at least once a
year—usually to some blockbuster like
Star Wars, The Empire Strikes
Back, Ghandi or On Golden ..
Pond. !
There were so few that I |-}
probably remember every one. i
When my wife and I first start-
ed having children, movies were [
about the only entertainment [=
that we could physically afford |=
to go to. We would leave the *
children with the baby sitter, zoom right
to the local theater and then zoom home
immediately upon the conclusion—all the
while hoping that the little sweeties and
the baby-sitter were all still in tact.
When they got a little older, we risked
everything (even the embarrassment of
letting the children know that we were
actually going out, not to a Church ban-
quet or True Parents Speech, but to mere-
ly entertain and enjoy ourselves (Oh my
God, forgive me)! Now one point is impor-
tant to mention and that is that during
the time that my wife was pregnant (basi-
cally from 1985-1993 with each of our 5
children) she was very spiritually sensi-
tive. Therefore, we had to hone our cin-
ema choices down from the very few good
movies out there, to the fewer that had
no violence, no sex, no scary parts and

bring victo-
o | ries to God
| and True
Parents.
Mark, His
wife Kinnuyo
and heir two
boys Nathan and Jonathan
took on the inter-faith
ministry as a family affair
and have been making
friends and relating with
people ever since while
experiencing God’s bless-
ings in their family life.
On June 20th Mark and his family
hosted an event at the Bay Area Fam-
ily Church entitled the “Prayers And
Blessings Of Abraham”. Together with
Dr. Hanif Koya of Ahmadiyaa Move-

Horsemanship Seminar

upon this year’s foundation for future
horsemanship seminars. We have lim-
ited this year’s enrollment to those Sec-
ond Generation who are more experi-
enced with horses to prepare them to
be future teaching assistants and team
leaders for subsequent seminars. Thus,
for those who are beginners or are inex-
perienced with horses but wish to learn
and work with them, take heart!
Finally, if there are any Blessed Cou-

really no intense action. That left films
like Sweet Lorraine (about a girl who goes
up to the Catskills to work with her aunt
during the summer season at a Jewish
resort). I would last about 5 minutes
(luckily, I did not snore much in those

days). However, I must admit
§ | that Sweet Lorraine has remained
& | as part of our current vocabu-
g lary, as a way to describe the
| value of a current movie.

So the other night, my sweet-
heart and I tried to see a movie,
but the one that I most want-
ed to see, The Legend of

Bobby Jones, actually received
zero stars (I never really heard of that—
even Steven Seagal or Adam Sandler get
at least one star). So on a whim, I stopped
at the local video store and actually came
home with a video. It was called The House
of Sand and Fog. My wife was pleased
because her piano lessons, clothes shop-
ping for the children and food shopping
had already caused her to miss both the
7pm and 9pm features that evening. So
right about 9:45 (I had to postpone the
showings so she could make sandwich-
es for our helpless teenagers, who were
downstairs slaving over their video games).
we sat down together to watch the DVD.

I chose this particular one because I
had seen the previews (the previews are
always great, even for the worst movies
aren’t they?). and it looked interesting

ment of Islam, Mark came up with the
idea of inviting speakers of the 3 Abra-
hamic faiths to share
their views on our com-
mon father Abraham.
This was especially
poignant seeing that
M this was Father’s Day.
34 Rev Bento Leal acted
as MC for the

God can also use men and women such
as ourselves.

Dr. Hanif Koya then gave a Muslim
viewpoint, reciting and translating
prayers of the Koran.

This was followed by a time of ques-
tions and answers from the audience
which was very stimulating and could
easily have gone on and on except for

time constraints. Kevin

evening and did
a sterling job of [
keeping the ¢
¥ program mov-
il ing and on tar-
get.

Dr. Mose
Durst, former
President of HSA-UWC and now
the Chairman of the Board of
Principled Academy gave very
wonderful remarks about the Jewish
faith in which what you do is more
important than what you believe.

From the Christian tradition Pastor
Ben Daniels of Foothill Presbyterian
Church of San Jose, an author and
radio commentator, spoke about the
grace of God who could use a man like
Abraham and turn him into a cham-
pion of the faith. This gives hope that

Thompson gave some
concluding remarks to
bring the evening to a
close before we were
£~ given a blessing prayer
from each of the faiths.
A sign of how enjoy-
able the evening was
could be seen in the
| fellowship afterwards
" where, despite the late-
ness of Sunday night it seemed that
no-one wanted to go home.

Mark was the inspiration and the
organizer of the program, Kinnuyo was
a gracious hostess, Nathan was sound-
man and Jonathan was photographer.
A family affair indeed. Congratulations
to the Denni family on your Tribal Mes-
siah work. This is an inspiration to us
all. [

ples, older Second Gen- |
eration, or older Jacob’s
Children in good stand-
ing who wish to vol-
unteer as seminar staff
to share in the cook-
ing, driving and in the
lectures, please con-

tact Lesa Ellanson at

nhfarms@warwick.net or call 845-856-
6792 or 845-856-8384(to leave mes-

House or Sanvp anvo Foa

and included Ben Kingsley, an excellent
actor whom I have enjoyed ever since he
played Ghandi.

In retrospect, the film was probably
pretty well done. There was some beau-
tiful scenery from San Francisco, show-
ing the fog rolling in over the Golden Gate
Bridge. There were some emotional scenes
concerning Kingsley’s
family (who had [
escaped post-war Iran  [j§
with little more than
their lives) and there
were some attempts
at understanding the
meaningless charac-
ter of Jennifer Con-
nelly and her “wife-
abandoning, looking
for an adulterous
affair, spineless |
Deputy Sheriff boy |
friend. When it was
finally over (and |
believe me I fought |
off sleep several times |
and once even
announced that I was going to bed)—I
also struggled with missing the initial
sketch of Saturday Night Live which my
wife and I usually enjoy (a big mistake on
this Saturday night).

So when it was finally over, my wife
asked me to explain some of the details
and nuances, but I was really too emo-

sage). Your room and board will be pro-
vided. []

tionally drained to say much.
I have never seen a movie quite
like this one. There is neither
a hero nor even an anti-hero.
No one wins and everyone loses (either
their physical life or any semblance of
honor or credibility in their cinema lives).
So I really wondered, why was the screen-
play ever written and why was the movie
ever made. Was my life in any way what-
soever improved or stimulated? Am Iin
any way better off having seen the movie?
Would I have
missed anything,
if it had not been
written?

Well, of course
there is art for
art’s sake. And I
i guess there was
some quality act-
i ing in the film.
Yes, viewing the
DVD did stimu-
late me to write
this editorial com-
ment, but I have
to wonder, as the
weather gets bet-
ter, and thoughts
of walking along the local golf course on
a beautiful spring or summer day come
to mind after a long, long winter, that
maybe we would have been better off if
we had gone to see, the Legend of Bobby
Jones, even with its rating of zero stars.

At least maybe there would have been
a few nice golf shots. [
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Colorado Youth

by Tomeo Wise

just wanted to give everyone a run down on

the what's happening in Colorado. So here’s the

scoop. Yongil and I have been working feverishly to

try to establish CARP, a solid BC youth group and
juggle around school. Between the two of us we are tak-
ing 44 credit hours this semester. So yeah kind of crazy...

Anyway, we decided to get CARP started first, and

then try to build a strong youth group second. At first we
met many obstacles. While trying to find people to sign
the petition for CARP, one of the Campus Ministers start-
ed to persecute the Moonies and said he didn't want us
recruiting Christians from his group. I was so happy...
Finally some persecution!!! This meant Satan was scared

Texas Fundraising

by ShinChun Lee

hrough several weeks, Dallas BC volunteered to
do fundraising while earning some money them-
selves. We helped work at a local minor league
football game.

We meet around 4:00 pm at Clark Football Stadium
in Plano, TX and worked until 9:00 pm. We did all types
of jobs such as selling tickets, selling t-shirts, monitor-
ing the field, and even went on the field to be water girls
(boys) and down marker holder. It was a lot of fun even
though one day some of us got wet because it rained.

We had already volunteered four times and we will

Texas SFP

by ShinChun Lee

n April 23, Service for Peace volunteers from

across the state of Texas gathered for a three-

day teach-in to take the next step and train to

become service leaders and Peacemakers in
their communities. The training was a great success and
a launch pad for upcoming Summer of Service activities
in Houston, Austin and Dallas, Texas.

These energetic youth engaged in 10 hours of volun-
teer service over the three-day training. Their
dedication and hard work earned them the title “rock
stars of volunteers.” Through hands on service compli-

by Rev. Chen Lawrence Fong

NY Three-Day Workshops

waiting for one of the older second generation to

take some initiative. We decided to model our
youth group after the youth groups on the east and west
coasts.

Special thanks to Mantoku Hyung for his advice. So
we managed to get it started and now it’s been going
strong for two months. We meet every Saturday night
and on average we have about 20 kids show up from 8th
to 12th grade (which is about 95% of all the high school
BC’s in Colorado). Several parents have recently come
up to me and said that this youth group is saving their
child’s life. I'm so happy to see our second generation
have fun and at the same time, gain a stronger
connection to God. [

and on the run. So, the next obstacle was finding an
advisor. But once again God provided and we found an
advisor almost immediately. In the end we managed Lo
get CARP started. Now our goal is: under the banner of
CARP we plan to give this campus a swift kick in the
butt. But we also know we got to take baby steps, right?

Next on the list was a Colorado BC Youth Group.
Growing up in Colorado I didn't have any older BC's to
look up to. I always promised myself that when I was
older, I would be the older brother I never had. So I
talked to the church leader and told him my proposal for
a new youth group. He was so happy! He said he was

have at least
3 more games o go to. Each person earns
$8.00 per hour but half of what they earn go
into our youth fund. We have at least ten peo-
ple go to each game and work five hours. If we
go 1o the final four games, our youth group will
raise at least $1,200.

We know this is not a typical fundraiser but
we were fortunate to run into something like
this that did not require us to invest money or
a lot of time. And we are also planning another
fundraising event for this summer activity such
as regional camp, SFP, and a Junior STF. [

mented with service
learning seminars
youth realized the
power of service as
an educational vehicle and gained concrete
volunteer education and community outreach
skills.

Community outreach in preparation for Sum-
mer of Service has already begun. These young
people are dedicated to building a culture of
peace through service.

New volunteers are invited to join in service
projects leading up to the Summer of Service
planned throughout the month of May. For infor-

mation on how you can become involved call 281-426- 6114 or e-mail texas@serviceforpeace.org. [

workshops where we will be

ew York regional head-
quarters so far has spon-
sored 2 three-day Divine Prin-
ciple workshops for begin-
ner on May 14-16 and May
28-30 at UTS. Heaven blessed us with
wonderful guests, fine staff unity, good

lecture presentations and fine spring
weather.

The first Three-Day Workshop was
the fruit of the first forty day witness-
ing condition. We invited our neighbor-
ing regions, New Jersey, upstate NY,
Boston, their guests to participate with
us. This created a richer spiritual and
social environment. The

The Second
Generation Section

The Unification News is adding a new section for
all 2nd Generation youth ministries. It will include a
variety of reports, articles and testimonies from regions
all over the nation. We hope this section will help in the
development of your youth ministry.

For information on how to contribute please contact
the US 2nd Generation Department’s Assistant Planning
Team Leader, Rachel Johnson at: 4 West 43rd St. New
York, NY 10036, tel: 212-997-0050 ex. 123, cell: (914)
882-6338, or email at: BC2ndGen@FamilyFed.org.

second workshop hosted
Hispanic guests. All pre-
sentations had Spanish
interpretation for guests.
Before each workshop I
asked our workshop com-
mittee to prayed for all
known guests.

The two workshop pro-
gram ran smoothly. I was
surprised there we no
apparent negativity only
seriously opened-minded
guests who were prepared
to listen. I was very pleased
and grateful for the staff's
cooperation. They were

united in creating a welcoming, friend-
ly, spiritually alive atmosphere. The staff
members had a mature understanding
that taking care of guests is the fore-
most of our responsibility.

I see all the time members casually
engaging in conversation with guests.
The lecturers made heartfelt clear pre-
sentations and expressed mature under-
standing of the topics On the second
day of the second workshop the guests
began to ask many questions eagerly
engaging in discussion. Certain answers
need to be deferred to a future advanced
DP workshop creating the need for fur-
ther study. The first workshop, the video
of the Middle East Peace Initiative was
shown during dinner augmented by
members testimonies if Israel. I never
felt prouder of our faithful members,
True Father and our movement. We had
discussion on the value of creating per-
sonal prayer time and members shared
their life transforming experiences because
of prayer.

I look forward to improving future

more effective educating while
creating a richer spiritual atmosphere.
This past Memorial day weekend was
exactly 30 years ago that I first attend-
ed workshop at UTS. It is a privilege just
to be part of God’s rebirth of future spir-
itual children. I experience a second
rebirth through them.

But my sadness is the difficulty to
find manpower organizing the staff of
the second workshop. It almost didn’t
happened. Surely there are members
who want to help teach, coordinate, tech
support, play music sing, lead in games
and sports, prayer HDH, etc. Since the
70’s we members have experienced God
and True Parents a lot and grown a lot.
Each of us have something to offer to
our spiritual posterity. Also, we encour-
age members to attend the weekend
workshops. One doesn’t have to be part
of the staff. If there is more manpower
and for those who want it I will facili-
tate separate sessions coaching mem-
bers to teach DP in these workshop. [l
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Mmr. Carlson is involved with
marine aspects of the
Providence in the Bay Area

is article is about communi-

ations technology, and how

it affects us. Its development

is rapid and increasing, and

has now reached even the poor-

est areas of the Third World. I might've
titled this article Wireless World, except
that ‘wired’ has more than one meaning,.

Most folk’s perspective on life begins
with their own childhood, if not with the
latest big fad. History can be fascinat-
ing, and its study will illuminate current
events like nothing else.

Behold: clever amateurs invent amaz-
ing new devices, and become wealthy and
influential. Reports and commands flash
between distant war fronts and home
capitals, requiring the improvement of
secret codes. Companies, some brand-
new, exchange news and information
remotely, compelling them to standard-
ize across wide regions. Friendship, and
passionate romance, flourishes between
unseen chatters. Undersea cables are
laid, and nations draw closer together.
The world really gets ‘wired up.’

This was the 1830s, and Samuel Morse's
telegraph was the device responsible.
Humanity went from needing days to
make contact between cities (and weels
between continents), to mere seconds.

Morse’s wife had died while he was
overseas, and he vowed that no one should
ever suffer in loneliness again. Though
an amateur, he studied and tinkered until
he had a working model. The first
telegraphed words, “What hath God
wrought?” were wonderful. (And would've
brought today’s ACLU down on his head!)
British author Tom Standage’s book The
Victorian Internet recounts this history
well.

My own grandparents saw automo-
biles and radio make their debut. My
father told me about the first TV sets,
and how he and some buddies rented a
large wooden cabinet with a tiny screen,
5o they could watch sports one weekend.

I myself saw the end of vacuum tubes,
and the first personal computers and cel-
lular phones. (In almost every case, small-
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er and faster became the order of the
day.)

Everyone old enough to read this arti-
cle can recall the lightning-fast spread
of the Internet, and the dot-com boom
that rode its crest. In the course of my
job, I made deliveries to numerous Sili-
con Valley high-tech firms, from IBM to
new little startups. Many failed, and some-
times I took back their computers. But
a few, such as eBay, didn’t let that hap-
pen.

Third World

Smart corporations are learning to do
business in the world’s poorest areas.
Avon ladies sell deodorants to Amazon
jungle tribes, and British companies mar-
ket tiny suntan lotion packets to Cal-
cutta’s hard-working women. Also, busi-
ness microloans are helping them become
financially independent.

Communications are at the center of
this new type of business. Affordable,
prepaid cellular phones are sold nearly
everywhere in the world, and their growth
rate in Africa far outpaces that of the
United States. Entire regions now rely
on cellular links, sidestepping the cop-
per-wire phase of communications entire-
ly.

These aren’t shoddy phones, either.
In India, semi-literate villagers don't like
to use text email, so providers are jump-
ing directly to video-capable cellular sys-
tems.

In South America, new ‘wi-max’ digi-
tal links (successor to the popular ‘wi-fi’
802.11 wireless standard) will soon give
telephone and Internet connections to
isolated mountain and jungle hamlets.
One wi-max base station is able to cover
several square miles.

Crime

Our wired world has affected crime
and policing. America’s Most
Wanted has expanded into
radio and the Web, round-
ing up hundreds of bad guys.

Cybercriminals are find-
ing ways to rip people off,
and most of it remains as
dumb (yet effective) as that
old Nigerian Bank Account
money transfer scheme. The
smarter crooks are exactly
duplicating bank and cred-
it card company web sites,
and tricking people into dis-
closing their financial infor-
mation.

Even so, brilliant evil hack-
ers are more common in
movies than in real life. In a
stranger-than-fiction twist,
it’s been reported that the
(all too realistic) Will Smith
thriller movie Enemy of the
State is a favorite of Feder-
al agents.

A few years ago, in San
Francisco, radio station KGO
helped catch a nasty car-
jacker, in a scenario that’s
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destined to be repeated many more times.
A mother ran into a convenience store,
“just for a minute,” leaving her minivan
running and a baby inside. A carjacker
jumped in and drove away. The terrified
mother called the police, who sent a bul-
letin to their officers.

KGO heard the bulletin on its police
radio scanners, and decided to pass along
the news. Several miles away, a utility
company worker heard the breaking story
and looked around. The minivan pulled
in behind him, and the driver went into
anearby house. The worker checked, and
the baby was still inside the vehicle.

He radioed his company dispatcher
and the police converged. Within min-
utes the carjacker was in handcuffs, and
the baby reunited with its mother.

The national Amber Alert program has
streamlined and expanded this process,
and stopped numerous kidnappers cold.

Effects

Perhaps they can’t say exactly why,
but today’s parents worry that excessive
video game playing is harmful to their
children. Researchers say the story is
mixed. The military allows its people to
play video games, on a limited basis, to
increase their marksmanship and pilot-
ing skills. Surgeons can also benefit, with
improved dexterity.

Opposite this, neuroscientist Antonio
Damasio has shown that adopting too
much high tech, too quickly, does pro-
foundly affect our character and rela-
tionships. It seems that our rational brains
can keep up, but our emotional selves
only develop gradually. This important
personal aspect can be left in the dust,
so that people become colder and less
empathic. Away from those glowing screens,
this new type of ‘wired’ individual does-
n't get along very well.
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On a social level, a group of science
fiction writers and their colleagues hope
to avoid an Orwellian future, not by resist-
ing technology, but by making sure that
surveillance and tracking become even
more widespread. For starters, they’re
launching a grassroots “watch those gov-
ernment officials” project. That way, ordi-
nary citizens can be just as snoopy toward
powerful officials as their enforcement
agencies are toward us!

In the Third World, activists are watch-
ing, and reporting on, corrupt dictators
and greedy aristocrats. The world’s atten-
tion has, in most cases, kept those brave
folks alive and free. But, their impover-
ished offices may be relying on pirated
software. To avoid legal risk, many are
switching to Linux. Also, such open source
programs are easier to check for ‘back
doors’ and other spyware.

The Future

We humans are in the spiritual ‘mid-
way position,” with mixed good and evil
natures. Thus, any new technology will
be put to good and evil uses, and soon-
er rather than later.

Marshall McLuhan'’s prophesied Glob-
al Village is truly coming to pass. The
Principle’s prediction about the merging
of historical cultures is happening faster
than most people ever imagined. Kids
can do their homework with the resources
of all the world’s libraries and museums
at their fingertips. Better still, people in
impoverished areas will no longer be left
out.

For most people it’s a tremendous ben-
efit. However, due to a few extremists
raised on hatred, there is a downside.
We see Al Qaida using the Internet to
brag about its horrific crimes, and Hezbol-
lah using cell phones to remotely deto-
nate suicide bombs. (In case the bomber
has last minute second thoughts.) For-
tunately, the good guys can often trace
these communications to their source.

The Internet has been flooded with the
vilest sort of pornography. The world,
and its leaders, are in a quandary on how
to respond. Spain does-
n't even try, and allows
its children into X-rated
movies. The USA splits
the responsibility between
parents and Federal
agencies. We hardly
restrict anything, and
then it's mainly for the
sake of our children.

China does block
communication, ham-
handedly, and for bla-
tant political reasons.
This also hinders
immoral material, yet in
the event, this suppres-
sion is widely evaded.
North Korea, in the
process of going back-
wards as fast as they
can, simply bans all pri-
vate communication...

For good or ill, and
whether we like it or not,
the wired future is upon
us. How would Heaven-
ly Nation handle these
issues? [
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