
OurMasterMeets

PresidentNixon



Shortly before noon on the first of

February the Rev. Sun Myung Moon, known

variously among his followers as the Father

of the Universe and the Messiah returned

was ushered into the presence of President

Richard M. Nixon.

The chunky, 54-year-old Korean

evangelist embraced Mr. Nixon and then

prayed fervently in his native tongue while

the President listened in silence. Mr. Moon

ended the audience with the exhortation:

"Don't knuckle under to pressure. Stand up

for your
convictions."

Afterward the White House issued a brief

announcement of the unscheduled visit. It

explained that "the President wanted to take

the opportunity to personally thank Rev.

Moon for his support . . No other details

of the session were provided by the White

House. No photographers were called in.

The Washington Post

Washington, D.C.

February 15, 1974

Cuff links and tie bar presented to Our Master by President Nixon to

commemorate their historicmeeting in The White House, February 1, 1974.
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From.

Korea

With

Love

by John D. Marks

The two most widely seen faces in

American cities today may well be

long to the 15-year-old Indian guru

named Maharaj Ji and a 53-year-old

Korean prophet named Sun Myung
Moon. Followers of these two men

energetically force leaflets on inno

cent pedestrians and hang their lead

er's picture in fierce competition for

poster space (and converts). Their

success in littering the urban land

scape may herald a new form of

religious pollution.

The Indian, who calls himself the

"Perfect
Master,"

seems to have

reached a plateau of sorts in Novem

ber, when he failed to fill even half of

the Houston Astrodome for a declara

tion of "a thousand years of
peace."

In any case, the faith he preaches

despite its appeal to former radical

activists like Rennie Davisis essen

tially spiritual, not political, in nature.

His movement may be diverting ener

gy from progressive causes, as Ram

parts magazine has charged, but even

the most bitter critics do not contend

that the guru is interested in influ

encing American foreign policy or

supporting the President on Water

gate.

Directly in contrast, Sun Myung
Moon interweaves politics and religion

in the best tradition of the medieval

popes. His Unification Church oper

ates a vast network of affiliate organi

zations in over 40 countries, under the

distinctly temporal banner of the

International Federation for Victory
over Communism. With the formi

dable task of selling a new messiah to

the world, the Moonies (or "the Fami
ly"

as they call themselves) are ex

tremely media-conscious. Perhaps for

this reason the American branch of

the Victory over Communism effort

has taken on the less strident title of

the Freedom Leadership Foundation

(FLF).

Political activities in this country
are not nearly as developed as those in

South Korea, where Moon operates a

training school to which the govern

ment annually sends hundreds of

thousands of civil servants, local offi

cials, and military men for a course in

militant anti-communism. Even as

other Korean religious leaders have

turned increasingly against President

Park Chung Hee's authoritarian rule,

Moon has stayed an enthusiastic

backer of the regime. Moon's avowed

interest is in fighting communism, not

preserving democratic niceties, and, as

FLF Secretary General Gary Jarmin

asserts, "Even if Park got more dicta

torial, we would support
him."

Jarmin is a 24-year-old ideologue

who has the earnest, well-scrubbed,

closely cropped look that I learned to

expect in meeting Moonies. He would

like to recreate in the United States-a

la General Edwin Walkerthe kind of

indoctrination system that Moon runs

in Korea. "I disagree with our mili
tary,"

says Jarmin. "They teach our

GIs how to kill but don't give them

enough ideological training in the

nature of communism.
"

Before Secretary General Jarmin is

brushed off as a youthful extremist, it

should be noted that by Moonie

standards he is nearly middle-aged.

The movement's American president,

Neil Salonen, is only 28, and virtually
all of the sect's 2,000

"core"

members

are in their early to mid-twenties.

Potential converts come to the sect

largely from the ranks of disaffected

young people, and there is no shortage

of those. They exist all over the

country-chafing under an unhappy

lifestyle and looking for meaningful

purpose in life. Whether they feel let

down by their
parents'

generation, by
organized religion, by conventional or

radical politics, by the counterculture.

or whatever, a messianic religion like

Sun Myung Moon's offers something

to believe in-at a time when credible

institutions are in short supply. Older

persons may share the same doubts,

but they tend to be less willing to

open themselves up to a radical new

set of beliefs.

So far, at least, only the young

have been willing to make the full-

time commitment that the sect

demands and move into the com

munal living centers where the Family

lives in all 50 states. Being a Moonie is

not easy: forbidden in practice, if not

by formal rule, are smoking, alcohol,

and drugs. Absolutely taboo is pre

marital sex, which Moon rails against

as
"fornication."

Even marriage be

tween believers is a difficult proposi

tion, since new converts are generally

expected to have been in the sect for

three years and to have achieved a

high state of spiritual
"perfection"

before they wed.

For what does the Family make

these sacrifices? Nothing short of "the

kingdom of heaven on
earth,"

as

promised to it by its leader, who

claims to have found the way through

a series of revelations he received from

Jesus Christ between his sixteenth and

twenty-sixth birthdays. The sect's

bible, called Divine Principle, is the

fruit of these
"revelations,"

and it

tells how God's original plans for a

perfect world fell apart when the

archangel Lucifer (Satan) entered the

Garden of Eden, seduced Eve, and

thus caused the "spiritual fall of man
kind."

With the forces of the devil on

the ascendency, Moon doctrine

teaches, God tried to recoup by send

ing Jesus, "the second
Adam,"

to

earth to marry, have
"perfect"

chil

dren, and kick off the messianic age.

But Satan won again, and, contrary to

God's intentions, Jesus was crucified.
Now, the new messiah has come to
"fulfill"

the promise of the Old and

New Testaments.

As for the identity of that messiah,
Divine Principle does not give his

name, except to say that he was born

in Korea, "the new
Israel,"

in the

years after World War I. Ask a believer
ifMoon (born in 1 920) is the one, and
there is a standard reply: "Many of us
believe that Reverend Moon is the

messiah, but we consider this a per

sonal
matter."

Moon, for his part, is

perfectly aware that
"many"

of his

followers regard him as the messiah,
and he has apparently never made any
attempt to convince them that this is

not the case.

Divine Principle is more explicit

about the reasons for the sect's fierce

opposition to communism, giving an

analysis strikingly similar to the views

of the late John Foster Dulles. In a

lecture on the doctrine, Michael

Beard, one of their preachers, explains
that there are only two major blocs on

earth, "the Communist and the Free
Worlds,"

that they are locked in a

"Cain and
Abel-type"

conflict, and

that communism represents the forces

of Satan. The fact that Moon's "reve
lations"

reflect this early Cold War

simplicity may be accounted for by
the virulent strain of anti-communism

to which he was exposed in Korea for

over 20 years and also by Moon's own

imprisonment by the North Koreans
for several years prior to 1950 (just as

the Divine Principle's reliance on intri
cate diagrams and concepts like "the

law of
polarity"

to explain all rela

tionships may reflect Moon's training
as an electrical engineer).

opposes detente and works to "roll

back the Iron
Curtain."

Secretary

General Jarmin explains, "If we're

willing to fight to the death to protect

ourselves from communism, we

should be willing to fight to the death

to free other people, whether in Viet

nam, Cambodia, or He

confides in a conspiratorial voice:

"Although we don't proclaim it, we're

talking covertly about smuggling our

ideology and materials into commu

nist

In its four years of existence, the

FLF has started a number of programs

which, while not coming anywhere

near the ultimate goal-"Victory over

Communism"-still are impressive in

scope. Its specific target is the Marxist

"enemy as well as the threat

from abroad

The FLF spends about $50,000 to

$60,000 a year, not including the

labor costs of its eight full-time

employees (who receive no salary and

who, as
"core"

members of tiie

Family, live together in their own

communal center, with Jarmin serving

as their spiritual as well as temporal

leader). Jarmin maintains that most of

the FLF's funds come from private

donations and contributions from the

parent Unification Church. He says

there are 5,000 FLF members, in

cluding the 2,000 hard-core Moonies

whose names were automatically

inscribed on the organization's rolls

when they joined the Unification

Church.

Several rank-and-file Family mem

bers with whom I talked had no idea

that they also belonged to the FLF,
and indeed were almost totally
ignorant of the movement's political

side. In listening to roughly 12 hours

of religious lectures at a weekend

workshop designed to attract new

recruits, I heard no mention of any of

the group's political activities. What

came across after a weekend's total

immersion in the faith was an organi

zation full of sincere people working

feverishly to raise the spiritual level of
mankind

not a political action group.

When I questioned Jarmin on why
the political aspect of the movement

was not mentioned, he admitted the

omission was no accident: "People

who attend the workshops have more

concrete ideas about politics than

about
religion,"

he said. "We try to

avoid politics. If we came on strong
about Vietnam, it would chase people

away. Our anti-communism is reli

gious, so until we convince people of a

belief in God, it is to our disadvantage
to
politicize."

Moon Over Moscow

For whatever reason, the sect's

Freedom Leadership Foundation

From Anarchy to Apocalypse

I saw what he meant when I talked
to Jeff, a thin, extremely intense

young man who earlier had searched

for spiritual fulfillment in the leftist

Catholic Worker movement and in a

monastery for nine months. A week

before I met him, he had attended a

two-day Family workshop-his first

formal contact with the move

ment-had liked what he had heard,
and "moved right

in"

to a communal

living center. He admits to having
been bothered by what he calls the
"anarchy"

of the Catholic left, and

now he enthusiastically embraces the

rigid discipline and absolute certainty

of his new faith. He had seen the

world in an
"apocalyptic"

state, but

Divine Principle has convinced him

that these "last
days"

were simply the

prelude to the messianic age. Now his

spiritual doubts have vanished,

although he concedes "at first it hurt

my intellectual pride that it was all so
simple."
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Jeff was long active in the anti-war

movement and on one occasion was

arrested for protesting outside the

Pentagonwhile his Marine officer

father worked inside. When I spoke to

him he was a week into his career with

the Family. He asserted he was still a

radical but admitted he knew little

about the politics of his new religion.

In any case, he doubted that the

Family is "real
conservative"

and is

sure, for example, that it would have

opposed the coup d'etat against the

Allende government in Chile. (In fact,
the September 24 issue of the Rising
Tide newspaper extols the "inevitable
end"

of the Allende presidency.)

When pressed about any inconsistency
between his vehement opposition to

the Vietnam war and Moon's strong
support of it, Jeff declared in exasper

ation, "All I know is that this is my
calling."

That Moon's religion comes com

plete with its own brand of right-wing
politics seems to bother only out

siders. Once newcomers are fully con

verted, they are all-accepting about

every aspect of the sect. If Jeff turns

out like the others I met, he will be

that way after a few more weeks with

the Family. Soon, perhaps, he will

dismiss questions about Vietnam and

South Africa as
"irrelevancies,"

the

way former SDSer Felice Walton did

to me. "What is
important,"

she

declared, "is Divine
Principle."

Presumably in keeping with Divine

Principle, Moon took out an immi

grant visa and moved permanently to

this country in 1972. Working out of

a posh, 22-acre estate in Tarrytown,
New York, he apparently intends to

use America's potential as the Free

World's most powerful and god-

blessed nation as his base for establish

ing the "kingdom of heaven on
earth."

His effort moved into high

gear in October when he launched a

21-city speaking tour, and his

followers believe he is now making

great progress in winning American

hearts and minds.

But Moon's travels have shown him

"a troubled land [in] moral and spirit

ual decline. . . mortally wounded in

spirit and soul by the tragedy of
Watergate."

Moon says he hesitated to

speak out, recognizing he was not an

American citizen and waiting for

"some great spiritual leader or

evangelist [to] rally America around

God above the
Watergate."

But even

Billy Graham remained quiet, so on

November 30, Moon issued a personal

statement on the scandal. Declaring
that "God is testing America through

the Watergate
problem,"

Moon said:

This nation is God's nation. The office of

the President of the United States is, there

fore, sacred. God inspires a man and then

confirms him as President through the will

of the people. ... At this time in history
God has chosen Richard Nixon to be Presi

dent of the United States of America.

Therefore God has the power and authority

to dismiss him. Our duty, and this alone, is

that we deeply seek God's guidance in this

matter and support the office, itself. IfGod

decides to dismiss this choice of His, let us

have faith that He will speak.

Dan Fefferman, 25, and a former

student and anti-war ictivist at Berke

ley, is director of Moon's National

Prayer and Fast for the Watergate

crisis. In an interview, Fefferman

asserted that while the Family is "not

taking any stand on the President's

innocence or guilt, we do feel he

should be considered innocent until

proven guilty. The attitude of some

sectors of the American public and

press has been just the

Stating that "Nixon is being made a

scapegoat"

and that "Watergate is

tearing the country Fefferman

concluded that the scandal "inhibits

the ability of government to move

forward on issues such as the Mideast
and the energy

crisis."

While these words may sound like

they were written by Ron Ziegler,
Fefferman insisted that the Moonie

effort is non-partisan and in support

of the presidency, not the man.

"We're not taking a political
stand,"

he said, "but we have to recognize

that any social action has political
overtones."

In this spirit, six members

of the Family have been regularly
"visiting"

congressional offices of

both parties and asking the legislators
to sign a petition in support ofMoon's

Watergate
"forgiveness"

statement.

"We're tax exempt, but we can lobby
about

attitudes,"

Fefferman asserted.

At the end of the year, this effort

had been endorsed by four conserva

tive Republican senators (Curtis,
Fong, Hansen, and Thurmond) and 28

congressmen (mostly from the Repub

lican right). Additionally, they have

launched a seven-day public fasting
campaign on the Capitol steps as part

of the larger 40-day Prayer and Fast,
and have tried without too much

apparent success to organize interfaith

support in their behalf.

And Then the Red Sea Parted

On December 13, hundreds of

Moonies-self-described as "well-

dressed and prayerful"-rallied in

front of the White House "to lift the

spirit of the
President,"

bearing signs

reading "SUPPORT THE PRESI
DENT"

and "GOD LOVES
NIXON."

Shortly after 11:00 p.m., the Presi

dent himself appeared to greet the

Family. They knelt down when he

came near and, according to Feffer

man, "Mr. Nixon seemed
moved."

After a warm exchange of greetings,

the Family joined hands and blocked

traffic on Pennsylvania Avenue so the

President could return home. Jamie

Canton, yet another earnest young

man, who bears the title Assistant

Director of the Media Team for the

Watergate Crisis, describes, somewhat

in awe: "We stopped the world for

him and he passed between
us."

According to Fefferman, Moon

took money from his own personal

funds to buy the numerous newspaper

ads used to spread his Watergate

gospel. The Unification Churchtax-

exempt organization that it is-has

since assumed the media cost, which

the sect's 25-year-old financial

advisor, William Torrey, says has

amounted to $72,000. Altogether,

Torrey estimates that the Church is

currently operating on about a $3-

million annual budget, not including
the cost of supporting the 2,000
"core"

members who must be housed,

fed, and
clothedat a conservative

estimate of another $5 million a year.

Where does all this money come

from? Well, until recently, Torrey
claims the main source of income has

been the hawking of decorative

candles, followed by the contributions

of about 2,500 sympathizers-but not

"Family
members"who live and

work outside the church.

As incredible as it may seem, in

1972, when a down payment was

needed for the $850,000 estate-head

quarters in Tarrytown, every Family
member in the entire country-then

about 1 ,500-droppedall other work

and went out to sell candles for 40

days straight. Torrey reports this

saturation campaign netted close to

$500,000.

However, as with other sectors of

American life, the energy crisis has

changed things-by making paraffin

for candles scarcer and more
expen-

sive-and the Family has now

switched from candles to hand-filled

terrariums for their principal sales

item. These little glass-enclosed rock

gardens take a great deal of effort to

make, but the 2,000 American

Moonies are a ready source of free

labor. Their dedication is such that

they work (and study and proselytize)

seven days a week, without indulging
themselves in what the rest of us call

leisure activity.

But even their herculean effort at

street peddling has its limits. While

financial advisor Torrey claims that

this technique, coupled with the con

tributions from fellow travelers,
covered the rapidly expanding budgets

of the last few years, he believes the

sales now have about saturated the

market. Already the Family is plan

ning to move into labor-intensive

businesses like house painting and

cleaning. Moreover, they have opened

a tea house in downtown Washington

and hope to expand to other cities.

From the Family's point of view,

tea houses are ideal-they make money
and they bring customers into a con

genial atmosphere where the general

pleasantness thrown off by almost all

Moonies (or at least the 15 or so I

met) is a lure for potential converts.

Moreover, the tea houses are an outlet

for the ginseng tea which is exported

from Korea by a company controlled

by none other than Sun Myung Moon.

Moon's River of Riches

While Moon's American operation

is largely limited to penny-ante

capitalism, in Korea he is a virtual

conglomerate holding, besides the tea

business, air rifle, pharmaceutical,

titanium, and still other companies.

His empire is worth well over $10

million, but Torrey insists that all

profits go into the Unification Church

and affiliate organizations.

Torrey may well be correct, but

there are those who do not think so,

especially in the Korean exile com

munity. Lee Jai Hyon, who was a top
diplomat in South Korea's Washington

embassy until opposition to the Park

regime caused him to defect to the

U.S. in June, 1973, equates Moon

with another Korean messianic leader,
Park Tae Sun, who, Lee says, also

raised large sums of money from

fanatic believers and grew rich from

his business holdings. Lee and his

colleagues in the Korean democratic

opposition see Moon as an opportun

ist who has supported the present

government in return for personal

gain.

The Park Chung Hee regime of

course welcomes the backing offered

by Moon, but its interest in his move

ment may well extend into the murky

world of espionage. According to both
Lee and State Department sources,

the Korean government is actively

concerned about improving its dicta

torial image in this country, and they
do not doubt that its intelligence

organization, the Korean Central

Intelligence Agency (KCIA), has on

occasion secretly subsidized ostensibly

private organizations for this pur

posejust as the American CIA has

done for the last 26 years.

The KCIA has in fact grown up in

a skewed mirror image of its American

big brother. It even suffered its own

Bay of Pigs last year when it got

caught, after the fact, kidnapping Kim

Dae Jung, the losing candidate in the

1971 presidential election, from a

Tokyo hotel room and spiriting him

to Korea. Not known for its subtlety,

the KCIA's harassment of Korean

residents in the U. S. became so

blatant in 1973 that the State Depart

ment ordered an FBI investigation of

KCIA activities in this country and

complained on at least half a dozen

occasions to the Korean government.

What is more, the KCIA is involved in

virtually every aspect of Korean life,

and it would be unusual if its interest

did not extend to a burgeoning reli

gious/political movement run by a

Korean who supports virtually all of

its goals and who is in a position to

work and lobby for its government's

position on the American political

scene.

And Moon would have to be on

good terms with the KCIA, or else he

would not be permitted to operate his

anti-communist school for Korean

government employees. As Richard

Halloran reported in The New York

Times on August 20, 1973, one of

KCIA's bureaus "is in charge of

internal propaganda and anti-com

munist
indoctrination"

in Korea, and

Moon would not continue to hold the

training franchise if he refused to

cooperate.

If there is any intelligence connec

tion between Moon and the Hee

regime, it is almost certainly limited

to the very top level of the Moon

organization and probably involves

the organization in lobbying or public

relations work for the Korean govern

mentand not intelligence collection.

None of the American Moonies

would be likely to know of any

intelligence relationship. Their interest

in the movement comes from Moon's

charismatic appeal and the message of

salvation he preaches. For most, his

political ideas had little or nothing to

do with their conversion. In fact, the

rank-and-file Family members do not

even seem to know that they belong
to a right-wing pressure group, and

those who are knowledgeable firmly
believe that the movement's politics

are completely in line with god-given

Divine Principle.

It would be wrong to take the

Family too seriously as a political

movement, but the ease with which its

young members have overlooked or

accepted the group's political aims

may have its importance. We have for

some time been in an era of retreat

from politics into personal fulfillment

and spiritual concerns, somewhat like

the 1 950s retreat into career. It's

attractive for those in retreat to

assume that politics will mind itself

during their absence, or at least have

the courtesy not to come bothering
them in their new interests. The

standard complaint against move

ments like Guru Maharaj Ji's is that

they distract people from all political

concerns. But as Moon's story shows.

politics can chase them down

and, when they're not looking, put

them on the wrong team. When you

can't even count on religion to ignore

politics, then it is time to pay atten

tion to the political beliefs of the

religious.
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ROLLING STONE, FEBRUARY 28, 1974

TheW)nd from

ReverendMoon

His fading, weather-worn picture con

tinues to deface buildings and fences,

buses .and taxi-tops in 21 .American cities,

but the Reverend Sun Myung Moon has

gone back to .Seoul after a four-month

crusade to save Richard Nixon from the

Americans. The "Billy Graham of

Korea,"

as his disciples call him, is the

latest in an already-fearsome list of

religious cult heroes, gurus and prophets

to spread their distinct visions across the

American landscape.

Armed with a quarter-million
dollars'

worth of advance publicity, Moon bill

ed his lecture tour as "New Hope for
America"

a prophecy based on revela

tions provided directly to Moon from

the Almighty. It all started when God

first appeared to Moon in 1936 and called

him to his ministry. Ever since then, the

Lord occasionally has dropped in on

Moon with a new message, like the one in

1954 to start the Unification Church and

the one just last year to save Richard

Nixon's career.

Moon bases his teachings on the

prophecy that "God's hope for the world

relies on
America,"

and that it is the

Divine Will that Americans "forgive,

love, and
unite"

around their President.

Moon preaches that it is the will of

God for free nations, such as South

Korea and the US, to battle Commu

nism wherever it exists. To that end,

he has started the Freedom Leadership
Foundation, an anti-Communist lobby

ing group in Washington, D.C, which

publishes a weekly newspaper, the Ris

ing Tide.

The .Leadership Foundation, the

Unification Church and the International

Re-Education Foundation (the church's

educational arm) are known collectively

as the One World Movement.

The church's .28-year-old US president,

Neil Salonen, explains that Moon's

efforts .have "grown in response to the

wave of campus disruptions . . . Not only

is the One World Movement anti-radical

and anti-Marxist, but it promotes all the

things that make men free, through

Christianity, through spiritual
growth."

The Unification Church has only

1500 members in the US, but the larg
er movement claims another

50- to >50-

thousand American followers. World

wide, the church claims a membership

of two million, mostly in South Korea

and Japan. (The National Council of

Churches directory lists Moon's church

under "pseudo religions.")

Despite its small membership in this

country, the recent Moon crusade had

ample money ($250,000, his .San Fran

cisco office reports), to spend on full-page

newspaper ads in major metropolitan

dailies, buttons and bumper strips ("New

Hope Coming") and banquets. Wherever

the Reverend Moon went, there were

carefully orchestrated banquets in his

honor, with free invitations to bankers,
religious and civic leaders, and the press.

It proved impossible formost reporters

to question Moon himself because

.Salonen and several bodyguards kept the

press at arm's length and, besides, Mr.

Moon will not, or does not, speak

English.

Upon his arrival in San Francisco,
reporters meeting Moon at the airport

attempted to ask him, "What is yourmes

sage for Moon laughed,
thought for a moment, and replied,

"Pretty
day."

It was pouring rain.

Salonen quickly dispersed the reporters,

telling them to come to the lectures.

Moon's supporters say that he does

speak some English, but is uncomfortable

with it. So, he preaches entirely in Ko

rean with all the gusto of a circuit

evangelist nailing his arms, sometimes

chanting, often screaming at his audi

ence with a voice so shrill it could prob

ably crack lucite. Bo Hi Pak, Moon's

interpreter, calmly passes on his leader's

prophecy to the audience, occasionally

duplicating a gesture or two.
Attendance during Moon's American

tour was lower than supporters had

expected in almost every city, despite

their grandest efforts to beef up the

crowds. Moon's people scored their

biggest success of the tour and won a

national television audience when

about 1500 of them staged a "We Love
Nixon"

rally at the official lighting of the
national Christmas tree in Washington,
December 14th.
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America's heart is good,

Nixon tells throng here
By Phil Smith & Vickie Davis

News staffwriters

President Richard Nixon swung into

Huntsville Monday declaring "the

heart of America is good and the

character of America is
strong."

It was a rousing event that drew

celebrities from all over the aSouth and

an estimated 40,000 persons into the

downtown area for the second annual

Honor America Day rally.

In fact it was such a rousing

welcome, the 61-year-old President

Nixon was moved at one point to call

Huntsville "the firist city in America in

its devotion to
America."

On the stand were celebrities galore,

including Sen. John Sparlcman, and

Gov. George Wallace, who both

were defeated by Nixon in previous

campaigns (Wallace in 1968 and Spark-

man 22 years ago.)

But, ill was harmony among the

guestsMonday. And, it was some guest

list. On handwas Gov. Winfield Dunn of

Tennessee, who drew loud applause, and

Gov. William Waller of Mississippi.

The crowd's first big ovation came

for Gov. George Wallace who arrived

slightly ahead of the President.

Wallace highly praised Nixon,

saying, "We're fortunate to have him

here
today."

In introducing the President, Gov.

Wallace said: "Gold bless you, Mr.

President. . .and may I submit you are

among friends
here."

The chief

executive beamed.

THE PENNANT TELLS THE STORY HERE

. . .It's not difficult to tell who these .girls are for

Wallace, who many say has a shot at
the 1976 presidential campaign, said,

"We in Alabama have always honored

the office of the President of the United

States. We are flag wavers in Alabama

and we don't mind admitting
it."

aPresident Nixon stuck mostly to a

patriotic theme stating "We are not

easterners or westerners, northerners

or southerners or Democrats or

Republicans"
in participating in such

events as the Sertoma Club-sponsored

Honor America Day.

It was a highly partisan crowd.

Posters aslting for impeachment were

.spotted, but they were outnumbered by

vastly more other banners praising

Nixon. Even a pro-impeachment group

leader, William Baune, acknowledged

the crowd was vastly pro-Nixon.

From the moment that the President
drove up in his presidential limousine to
the finale of the event, cheers came

frequently.

From ".Amazing
Grace"

to "Stars

and Stripes
Forever,"

the event rocked

along at a rapid clip.

President Nixonwas accompanied by
his daughter, blonde-haired Tricia, and

her husband Ed Cox.Mrs. Nixon did not

make the trip having gone on to In-.

dianapolis where her daughter, Julie,
was recuperating from an operation.

While Gov. Wallace made reference

to Huntsville's contribution in space

exploration and in helping "maintain

the
defense"

posture of the country,
President Nixon made no direct

comment on NASA or space programs.

He did say, however, "No nation can be
great if it gives up the race to explore

the
unknown."

.Looking t^ned and hardly in a dark-

grey suit and maroon tie, Nixon wore a
small American flag in his lapel.

Nixon said, "We live in a period in

American history when we tend to be

pessimistic about the future of

America. It is very well on occasions

like this when we honor America that

after hearing so much bad about what's

wrong we hear a little bit about what's

right with this
country."

That

statement drew probably the loudest

ovation of the .3-hour event.

"Let us be thankful that the problems

we have today are the problems of

peace and not the problem of
war,"

Nixon said. He said he was backing a
new

"prosperity"

without war and

without inflation.

Temporary bleachers put up were

jammed full of spectators. The over

flow of the crowds extended to the

knolls across Church Street and

Williams Avenue.

The President said the "problem of
peace"

lies in the hands of America,
stating theUnited States did not wish to

enslave or dominate any country.

Newsmen from all over the country
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COLDER

Mostly cloudy Satur

day with a high in the

30s. Details on Page 64.
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Saturday, March 16, 1974
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TURF FINAL
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A mixed crowd for and against President Nixon is

held in check in Grant Park across from the Conrad Hil

ton Hotel where Mr. Nixon spoke to the Executives Club.

In the foreground is Deputy Police Comr. Charles Pepp.

Despite the mixed sentiments of the sign-bearers, the

group was orderly. (Sun-Times Photo by Chuck Kirman)

Nixon jeered, cheered by 2,500
By Scott Jacobs

and Eleanor Randolph

By their chants and signs you knew ihem,

the detractors and the defenders of President

Nixon.

Some 2,500 to 3,000 of them gathered Friday

in a cold drizzle across Michigan Av. from

the Conrad Hilton Hotel, where Mr. Nixon

was answering questions from the Executive

Club of Chicago.

In a circus-like atmosphere, the demonstra

tors offered up their deadly serious chants:

"Throw the bum out, organize and
fight."

Republican tells Nixon

to aid impeach probe

Special from Ihe Washington Post

WASHINGTON Rep. Lawrence J. Hogan

(R-Md.), one of the most partisan Republi

cans on the House Judiciary Committee,

warned Friday that President Nixon will lose

his friends on the committee if he doesn't

show more co-operation with its impeachment

inquiry.

Hogan denounced statements by the Presi

dent's lawyer, James D. St. Clair, press sec

retary Ronald L. Ziegler, and counselor

Bryce Harlow telling the committee to define

Impeachable offenses, to submit a list of

charges against the President and to limit the

inquiry to Watergate matters.

"It is not the White House's job to tell the

committee how to discharge
its"

constitutional

function,''
Hogan a>airf in .1 statement.

(From members of the radical Revolutionary
Union.)

"God loves America and the
Presidency."

(From representatives of National Prayer

and Fast for the Watergate Crisis, a group

that believes Watergate problems can be re

solved by peace, love and prayer.)

"Workers get laid off, Nixon gets paid

off."

(From members of the Socialist Work

ers Party.)

"Nixon, Nixon, rah, rah,
rah."

(From a

contingent of Jones Commercial High School

students.)

As the demonstrating crowd grew, so did

the cries for impeachment of Mr. Nixon.

But as the student protesters began to ar

rive in force three buses from Northwest

ern University, two from the University of

Wisconsin it became obvious that impeach

ment alone wouldn't satisfy the more rabid

protesters. They favored stronger punish

ment.

For some of the demonstrators, this day in

the rain in Grant Park represented a reunion

at a historic site of political strife the bat

tleground where Chicago police and protes

ters clashed during [he 1963 Democratic Na

tional Convention.

But there was to be no replay of the '68

bloodshed. What appeared io be an effort by
some demonstrators to stage a rally at ihe

equestrian statue of Gen. John A. Logan in

Grant Park the scene of considerable vio

lence in 196S fizzled.

There was some grumbling as police sealed

off this group from the larger body of demon

strafors, but no violence.

Ore person was arreted On n disorderly

conduct charge when he allegedly broke

through police lines. He was identified as Eth

an Young, 21, of 2129 N. Bissell.

Adding a light touch to the demonstration

scene was the Art Institute Marching Band, a

group in tuxedos bearing a dented tuba, bass

saxophone, violin and a bass drum.

As they played a mournful "Hail to the
Chief,"

they opened the violin case on
Ihe'

sidewalk to accept contributions.

First District Comdr. Paul McLaughlin,

who estimated the demonstrating crowd at 2,-

500 to 3,000, directed his police contingent to

keep the protesters and their many "Impeach
Nixon"

signs on the east side ofMichigan Av.

As members of the Executives Club arrived

for the Nixon luncheon, some in chauffeur-

driven autos, a number paused to survey the

young and informally dressed demonstrators.

"It's a
circus,"

said one executive, who

identified himself as a General Motors man.

Inside the hotel, President Nixon, wearing a

navy blue suit, a white shirt and a navy blue

tie, spoke to a predominantly middle-aged

group that generally mirrored his dress and

obviously liked what lie had to say.

The questions from ihe executives were

largely gentle ones, lob shots ihat Mr. Nixon

had no trouble returning.

\ man who asked a hard one -

why didn't

the President resign? drew protests from

his fellow execuiives who obviously found it

in bad form until Mr. Nixon assured ihem

iliat it was indeed a proper question.

\s Mr. Nixon offered his defense, members
of the Women 101 Peace marched outside.

'arrying signs thai read, "America needs a

streak of good lucW, Nixon; Bare ihe
facts,"

and "Richard Nixon: The best President

money can
buy."

As they filed out of the hotel ballroom,

many of Chicago's executives said they had

not changed their opinions after seeing the

President in person.

Those who loved him when they walked in

the door like Alfred Becker, an advertising
executive loved him when they left.

"He's nothing but an innocent
lamb,"

Beck

er rhapsodized.

"I'm glad he
came,"

said John K. Langren,

one of the rare club members who isn't

strong on Mr. Nixon. "But I think this coun

try would be better served if he'd just
resign."

The spirit of disenchantment with Mr. Nix

on had prevailed earlier at a press conference

in the Essex Hotel, 800 S. Michigan, where

Ruth Adams, executive director of the Illinois

Division of the American Civil Liberties

Union announced that 60,000 signatures had

been gathered throughout the state on peti

tions supporting impeachment.

The sponsoring group, the Impeach Nixon

Committee, later turned over the petitions to

Rep. Morgan Murphy (D-1II.) with instruc

tions to pass them lo ihe House Judiciary
Committee.

Ms. Adams, in outlining ihe basis

lor impeachment, said:

"We charge the President with violations of

ihe right of political dissent, usurpation of

congressional warmaking powers, estab

lishment of a personal secret police, inter

ference in the trial of Daniel Ellsberg, dis
tortion of ihe system of justice and perversion

of ihe executive depanmeni of the govern
ment."
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Waiting for President

1,500 chant cheers, jeers
A NOISY BUT peaceful

crowd of about 1,500 demon

strators matched pro and con

Nixon chants yesterday out

side the Conrad Hilton Hotel,
where President Nixon ad

dressed the
Executives'

Club

of Chicago.

Police estimated the crowd

at 1,000 to 1,500, with about

two-thirds of the demonstra

tors chanting slogans calling

for the President's impeach

ment and the remainder sing

ing "God Bless
America"

and

waving signs in support of the

President.

Altho at least one arrest was

reported when a young male

demonstrator crossed a police

line, police said the crowd was

orderly and obeyed instruc

tions to stay on the east side

of Michigan Avenue, across

the street from the hotel

where Nixon was speaking.

The anti-Nixon demonstra

tors were in the majority, but

the President's supporters had

the best position in the crowd.

At 11 a. m. about 200 mem

bers of a group called Nation

al Prayer and Fast Committee

for the Watergate Crisis gath

ered at the front of the demon

stration area and unfurled a

30-foot banner saying, "God

Loves
Nixon."

WHILE THE President

spoke, the two diverse ele

ments in the crowd attempted

to drown out each other with

songs, chants, and shouts.

A small musical group com

posed of persons playing a

tuba, violin, saxaphone, and a

large drum moved thru the

crowd playing "Hail to the
Chief"

in a dirge-like fashion.

A tense moment came

around 1 p. m. when a group

of about 200 demonstrators

moved a block south to climb

on the statue of Gen. John Lo

gan, a Civil War figure, in

Grant Park. The statue had

been the scene of violent po

lice-demonstrator clashes dur

ing the 1968 Democratic Na

tional Convention.

Yesterday, however, police

allowed the demonstrators to

move to the statue, and then

formed a line cutting them off

from the main body of demon

strators across the street from

the hotel. When the demon

strators attempted to return,

police told them they would

have to go around the west

side of the hotel. The crowd

dispersed.

EARLIER IN THE day, a

group of organizations, includ

ing the American Civil Liber

ties Union, the Alliance to End

Movie magic

doesn't work

on President

While the crowd of

demonstrators waited

across from the Hilton

for the President to make

his exit, one grabbed an

electronic bullhorn and

yelled, a la an old Spen

cer Tracy movie.

"Dick. Dick. We know

you're in there.

"Come out peacefully

with your hands up.

We've got the building
surrounded.

"Come out and we

guarantee you a fair
trial."

The words b r ought

laughter from the crowd

and even a few of the po

licemen standing guard.

Repression, and the Impeach

Nixon Committee, held a press

conference in the Essex Motel,
800 S. Michigan Av., to an

nounce they had collected

60,000 signatures on pro-im

peachment petitions.

After the press conference, a

group marched to the Federal

Building, 219 S. Dearborn St.,

and delivered the petitions to

the office of Rep. Morgan

Murphy ID., Chicago). They
were told the petitions would

be given to (he U. S. House

Judiciary Committee, which is

studying the possibility of im

peachment.

Before gathering at the ho

tel, a group of about 400 dem

onstrators from Chicago and

Madison, Wis., met at the Civ

ic Center Plaza and .then

marched to the hotel.

Some of the signs carried in

front of the hotel carried such

messages as "Jail to the
Chief."

"America Must Unite

in
Prayer,"

"Nixon, You
Lose."

"Three More
Years,"

and "Hail to the Chief
Felon."

MOST OF the demonstrators

missed their chance to see the

President when Nixon and his

security guards left the hotel

thru an Eighth Street Service

exit instead of on Michigan

Avenue.

About 200 demonstrators did

get to the side exit in titae to

boo Nixon as he entered his

limousine. As the motorcade

pulled away, several shouted,

"Sieg
Heil."
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Impeach Probe at Impasse
Defense :

No Direct

Nixon Tie
WASHINGTON (UPI) -

President Nixon's defense

against impeachment will be

based on the position he was not

"directly
involved"

in any

events surrounding Watergate

or related scandals, according

to a high White House official.

This official, who cannot be

identified under ground rules,

said during a two-hour inter

view Friday that Nixon was

unaware his staff was involved

in a Watergate cover-up until

he was informed March 21,

1973, by his counsel, John W.

Dean III. After that date, Nixon

proceeded with caution, the of

ficial said, and was determined

to get at the truth.

In addition, he said, Nixon

was totally unaware of other

possible illegal activities, such

as the promise of government

favors in exchange for cam

paign contributions from milk

producers, International Tele

phone and Telegraph Corp.

(ITT) and financier Robert L.

Vesco.

The interview took place the

same day the President an

swered questions for an hour at

a nationally televised luncheon

of the
Executives'

Club in Chi

cago, and declared he would not

resign because of "totally
false"

allegations against him.

Asked to summarize the

White House
lawyers'

prospec

tive defense for Nixon in the

House impeachment inquiry
and in any other forum, the offi

cial gave this outline:

"First the break-in. He had

no knowledgewhatsoever about

the Watergate break-in. And

I've seen no substantial allega

tions he did.

"Second, until March 21

( 1973 ) , he was unaware of what

ever it was that was going on.

"After March 21, he was

aware of more of it. Insofar as

the criticism that he did no

thing decisive then, I think it

was attributable to the uncer

tainty of who was involved and

who did what. He proceeded

with caution, but determination

to get the truth.

"Finally, what it boils down

to is what the House considers

an impeachable offense. This

makes a great deal of differ

ence. Opinion ranges to ex

tremes on both sides.

"If you say he is impeacha

ble for the actions of his subor

dinates and I hope that is not

the conclusion it would alter

the whole form of constitution

al government. If it is limited

to the question of the President

being directly involved, I thpnk

they will never come up with

anv

DEMONSTRATORS DISPLAY PRO, ANTI NIXON SIGNS FRIDAY AT GRANT PARK IN CHICAGO

President Reaffirmed Intent to Whip Inflation in Windy City Address to an Executive Club

Jpi Tefephora

Tricia

Defends

Father
NEW YORK (UPI) - Tricia

Nixon Cox, the President's eld

est daughter, charges that her

father has been "cruelly and

unjustly
assaulted"

for Water

gate by people who want him

removed for all time from pub

lic office, according to an arti

cle published Saturday.

In one of her strongest public

defenses of the President, Mrs.

Cox refuted in the latest issue

of the Ladies Home Journal

what she described as accusa

tions and rumors about her

personal life and that of her

family's.

Tricia denied that her mar

riage to Edward Cox, a New

York City attorney, was break

ing up and said accusations

they did not pay their income

taxes was false.

On Watergate, she said, "I

think history will record that

Watergate was a politically

motivated matter that used the

mistakes of a handful of foolish

people to try to force out of off

ice, by resignation or impeach

ment, a man who was innocent

of all the fiction, not fact, of

which he was accused.

TRICIA NIXON COX

Supports President

"These people wanted to be

rid once and for all of Richard

Nixon, to satisfy their own jeal

ousy of a man who by his daily,

weekly and yearly accomplish

ments reminded them of their

own ineptitude and
failure."

She said she pitied those who

talked of impeaching the Presi

dent, "for their hypocrisy, for

their prejudices.

"I think it would be interest

ing to let these accusers, God

help us all, try tohrun the coun

try for a week and showhthem

the consequences. But in the

next three years they are not

going to have this
opportunity."

Opry Upstaged

By Nixon, Pat
NASHVILLE (AP) Country music turned its back on a

half-century heritage of poverty and came of age Saturday in

ultramodern glass, concrete and a visit from the President of

the United States.

President Nixon and his wife, Pat, upstaged the more than 60

country music stars on the Grand Ole Opry's premiere in the

new $15 million Opry House at Opryland U.S.A.

The evening schedule includes two Opry shows, the introduc

tion of the President by the King of Country Music, Roy Acuff,
and the presentation of a dulcimer to the First Lady as a birth

day present from the Opry.

Mrs. Nixon celebrated her 62nd birthday Saturday flying to

Nashville from South America to meet her husband.

The curtain came down on the final Friday night show of the

Opry in the red brick Ryman Auditorium, a cavernous gothic

structure built as a church in 1891.

The last show at Ryman was nearly normal, although the

audience was taking more pictures than usual.

And backstage, the stars were talking of memories of coun

try music careers upon the oaken floors.

Roy Acuff s "Wabash
Cannonball'"

drifted through the

raised stain glass windows at the rear of the auditorium to the

rain dampened streets. Minnie Pearl's
"howdee"

pierced the

musty air to the back balconies.

After the final Opry show, the Grand Ole Gospel show did its

customary program completing the Ryman epitaph on an iron

ic note.

Begining as evangelistic church, it ended its career as a cen
ter of the Nashville style of music with a sermon and a country
hymn, "Will the circle be

unbroken."

The voices of Johnny Cash; his wife, June Carter; Hank

Snow; Connie Smith and Dobie Gray were among those blend
ing in the solemn cadence of the closing number.

The Opry has been in the Ryman since 1940 and began in 1925

on WSM radio in 1925. WSM says it is the logest continuously
running radio show in the world.

Country music entertainers, whose songs often deal with

sentiment and emotions, largely avoided sentiment in that last
night on stage.

WSM and the National Life and Accident Insurance Co.,
owners of the Opry, faced the ire of local citizenry and music

lovers when the threat of tearing down the old homeplace was

mentioned.

Request

Wording
Decried

WASHINGTON (UPI) -

President Nixon and the House

Judiciary Committee have

reached an impasse over 40

words in a 1000-word letter ask

ing the White House for addi

tional information for the

committee's impeachment

inquiry.

The letter, written Feb. 25 by
John M. Doar, the committee's

chief impeachment counsel,

contains these 40 words:

"If we could work out a way

whereby members of the in

quiry staff may examine these

files for the purpose of select

ing materials which, in our

opinion, are necessary for the

investigation, I believe that the

inquiry could be
expedited."

Max Friedersdorf, chief of

White House liaison with the

House, told GOP committee

members last week that those

words, and not the 42 additional

tapes the committee has re

quested, represent the greatest

concern to the President and

his defense attorney, James D.

St. Clair.

Nixon mentioned the request

for tapes and files at his news

conference with businessmen

in Chicago Friday, but centered

his fire on what he termed a

demand for "an index of every

document in the White House

over the past five
years."

This, tie said, would be "a

fishing license or a complete

right to come in and go through

all the presidential files. ..We

cannot go that
far."

The week-long drumfire of

White House criticism contin

ued Saturday when Kenneth W.

Clawson, administration direc

tor of communications, ac

cused the committee of trying
to embark on a "general fishing
expedition"

without first defin

ing an impeachable offense or

informing the President of the

allegations against him.

Clawson said the committee

"hasn't read a single
paper"

among the 700 White House

documents and 19 tapes already

turned over, which he said was

"more than enough to satisfy

their
requirements."

Rep. Peter W. Rodino Jr., D-

N.J., the committee chairman,
said after Nixon spoke in Chica

go that he might call an open

meeting next week to discuss

what to do next.

Doar said the committee

simply wants to identify partic
ular subjects in the files of the

four former Nixon aides, as

well as files which relate to

some of the impeachment alle

gations.

When theWhite House said it

doesn't have an index of those

files, Doar said, "we suggested

a way to avoid a fishing expedi
tion."
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Outside hotel, friends, foes keep their cool

Behind barricades set up across the streel from i he hold, demonstrators display signs ranging ;r.mi "Jail the
Chief*

tn "<,(id Bless \imhi
"

(t)nil

News Photo/M. Leon Lopez)
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By Robert W. Billings

and James Kloss

More than 1,000 orderly and

sometimes jovial demonstra

tors gathered outside the Con

rad Hilton Hotel Friday to

cheer and jeer President Nix

on.

Fosters ranging Irom "God

Loves
Nixon"

lo "Throw the

bum
out,"

reflected the di

verse sentiments of the crowd

that milled about in a light

rain.

Police set up barricades to

prevent the crowd from block

ing the hotel entrance or spill

ing into Michigan Av., but gen

erally did not interfere with

the demonstrators.

A young woman, who defied

a police order not to stand in

ihe street was taken away in a

squadrol. She later was re

leased without charge.

Mr. Nixon did not leave the

Hilton's Imperial Suite before

his appearance at the Execu

tives Club luncheon.

MARCHING outside was

Lar (America First) Daly, a

candidate for the Republican

senatorial nomination.

He carried signs reading,

"Either support Richard Nixon

100 per cent or get out of the

Republican
Party,"

and "You

and Pat, stay in there and

fight and win world peace by
agreement with

Russia."

Nixon supporters and oppo

nents mingled freely, with no

reported incidents.

Among the groups were 200

people from as far away as

Washington D.C. who carried a

banner emblazoned, "America

must unite in
prayer,"

and

signs reading "God Bless Nix
on."

The group called itself the

"National Prayer and Fast for

theWatergate
Crisis."

Other groups carried signs

pitch Nixon
out."

"Hail to the

chief
felon."

"Impeach King
Richard,"

and "Save the Pres-

reading, "Clean up America,

idency. Impeach the Presi
dent."

Several hundred demonstra

tors gathered at the Gen. John

Logan statue about two blocks

south of the hotel. The statue

was a rallying point for dem

onstrators during the 1968 con

vention riots. No incidents

were reported Friday.

WHEN MR. NIXON arrived

at the hotel Thursday night, he
was greeted by boos from a

crowd outside. But the booing
gave way to cheers as he en

tered a lobby filled with well-

wishers.

The warm greeting, compli

ments primarily of the local

chapter of the National Citi
zens'

Committee for Fairness

to the Presidency, included a

showing of brightly colorecT,

hand-lettered signs reading,

"Don't Give
Up,"

"Right On,
Mr.

President."

and "America

Needs
Nixon."

Jones Commercial High School students march in front of

the Conrad Hilton Hotel Friday morning supporting

President Nixon and inviting him to visit their school.

(Daily News Photo/John H. White)

Side-by-side in a light rain, demonstrators voice (heir sentiments for and against Presi

dent Nixon Friday. They were behind barricades outside the Conrad Hilton Hotel.

(Daily News Photo/M. Leon Lopez)

Chicago Daily News

Chicago, Illinois

March 15, 1974
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JPickets supporting President Nixon carry

signs along Michigan Avenue in Chicago Friday,
across the street from the hotel where the Pres

ident spoke to a group of executives.

...Foes

Pickets opposing President Nixon give

voice to some opinions about him as they
march. Nixon declared resigning would be a

"cop-out. "(APPhotofax)
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Nixon Says ResigningWould Ruin Presidency
By GAYLORD SHAW

Associated Press Writer

CHICAGO (AP) -

Declaring
anew he is innocent of Water

gate wrongdoing, President

Nixon vowed Friday he would

not resign because "I will not

be a party to the destruction of

the presidency of the United
States."

A nationally broadcast meet

ing with business executives

that provided a forum for Nix

on's most dramatic pledges to

date not to quit also brought a

stem lecture for European

leaders and a warning that

"the day of the one-way street

is
gone"

in the Atlantic al

liance.

In responding to 14 questions

during the hour-long session,

the President also:

Cautioned Arabs not to at

tach conditions to lifting of the

oil embargo. He said this would

slow down U.S. peace efforts in

the Middle East.

Declared he would not

grant House impeachment in

vestigators a "fishing
license"

to paw through confidential

White House files; called for

the House Judiciary Committee

to follow the Constitution in de

fining an impeachable offense,

and again urged prompt resolu

tion of impeachment moves.

Ruled oat his personal testi

mony in the Watergate coverup

trials of former White House

aides, and indicated "there

may be
evidence"

he owes

more federal income taxes be

cause paperwork on donation of

his vice presidential files was

not completed in time.

Shed little new light on con

flicts in his past statements on

when and what he was told

about hush money payments to

Watergate defendants, but said

he did not mean to imply that

his aides were guilty of any
kind of crime.

Repeated that the back of

the energy crisis has been bro

ken and said the best way to

deal with long-term energy
shortages is "not to dema
gogue"

but "for the Congress

to get off its something and do

something about it right
now."

Said the immigration of So

viet Jews has increased sharply
as U.S.-Soviet relations have

improved and said it is "much

better to have your voice heard

inside the Kremlin . . . because

those walls are mighty
thick."

Again conceded that in

flation remains a troublesome

problem, but predicted "it will

go
down"

during the latter part

of this year with improved sup

plies of energy and food.

The session with members of

the Chicago
Executives'

Club

was Nixon's first public appear

ance in a northern city since

last summer and was the first

in a new campaign intended to

restore confidence in his Water

gate-shaken administration.

Afterwards, aides described

the President as "very pleased

with the format, the questions,

and the
reception."

But as Nixon fielded the

sometimes-friendly questions

from the floor of a hotel ball

room, more than 1,000 anti-Nix

on and pro-Nixon demonstra

tors mingled on the sidewalks

outside the hotel and in Grant

Park, across Michigan Avenue.

Shouts of "Jail to the
Chief"

and "Throw the Bum
Out"

clashed with chants "God loves

America, God Loves
Nixon."

Signs saying "Impeach
Nixon"

were hoisted alongside banners

saying "Support our Presi
dent."

Earlier, members of the Il

linois Impeach Nixon Com

mittee marched in the rain to

the federal building with peti

tions, reportedly bearing more

than 50,000 signatures calling
for the Presitent's ouster.

Inside the ballroom, Nixon

sometimes leaned on the po

dium and other times moved

his arms vigorously to punc

tuate his vow not to quit.

From a personal stand

point, resignation is an easy
co-

pout,"

he said, and "might sat

isfy some of my good, friendly

partisans,who would rathe/ not

have the problem of Watergate

bothering
them."

But Nixon added that "resig
nation of this President on

charges of which he is not guil

ty, resignation simply because

he happened to be low in the

polls, would forever change our

form of government.

"It will lead to weak and un

stable presidencies in the fu

ture, and I will not be a party
to the destruction of the presi

dency of the United
In discussing the House im

peachment inquiry, Nixon criti

cized the committee's request

for tape recordings of 42 addi

tional conversation* he held

with former aides and justice

department officials. He con

tended the committee should

first analyze 19 tapes and 700

documents he already has
agreed to give it.

After declaring that tle Wa

tergate break-in was a "very
wrong and very stupid

action,"

Nixon volunteered that he

wanted to correct "what may
have been a

misapprehension"

resulting from his news confer

ence statement March 6 that

former White House counsel

John W. Dean HI "told me that

payments had been made to de

fendants for the purpose of

keeping them quiet, not simply
for their

defense."

This statement at his last

news conference conflicted with

his statement last Aug. 15

about exactly what Dean told

him during the March 21, 1973,
meeting.

Last Aug. 15, he said: "I was

only told that the money had

been used for
attorneys'

fees

and family support, not that it

had been paid to procure si

lence . .

Nixon did nothing to clear up
what the White House has de

scribed as semantic differences
in the two statements But he

said he considered what Dean

told him an allegation, rather

than a fact. And he noted that

former aides John Ehrlkhman

and HR, Haldeman and former
Atty. Gen. John Mitchell all

have denied the payments were
intended to keep the Watergate

defendants silent.

"They certainly should be

allowed the right in court to es

tablish their innocence or guilt

without our concluding that

that was the
case,"

Nixon said

of the alleged hush payments.
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NixonReceptionMixed:

Applause and Protests

CHICAGO, March 15In

side the cavernous grand ball

room of the Conrad Hilton

Hotel it was warm and dry,
and President Nixon's huge

luncheon audience of Chicago

business and professional per

sons was friendly and polite.

Outside, across Michigan

Avenue, a cold rain brought

discomfort to more than 300

shouting demonstrators, who

demanded the President's im

peachment, and about 50

counterdemonstrators, who

supported an enormous ban

ner urging the nation to back

the President with prayer.

By SETH S. KING
Special to The New York Tlmei

And a block away, in the

Essex Hotel, a coalition of

impeachment groups was dis

playing a tabletop covered

with impeachment petitions

bearing, they asserted, more

than 50,000 signatures. The

petitions were being for

warded today to the House

Judiciary Committee.

With these pros and cons

in such sharp display, a num

ber of those present doubted

that President Nixon changed

many of the attitudes that

Chicagoans now have toward

him.

He landed in the dark last

night and was sped to the

hotel along a route kept se

cret. He left in much the same

way, departing the hotel by
a side door, walking through

lines of policemen standing

shoulder to shoulder and driv

ing away from the demon

strators, who could not see

him.

His luncheon audience of

members of the nonpolitical

Executives Club stood and

applauded warmly for nearly

two minutes as the President

walked through the crowd to

the rostrum.

Tha New York Times/Gary 5ettl

In Chicago yesterday, demonstrators braved the rain on Michigan Avenue with signs assailing the President and

supporting him. In a hotel across the avenue Mr. Nixon was speaking at a luncheon of the Executive Club.
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