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North Korea is a de facto nuclear weapons state. However, the U.S. has never 

accepted North Korea as a de jure nuclear weapons state, insisting that they 

denuclearize completely and verifiably. Kim Jong-Un’s condition for another 

summit with President Trump is that the U.S. accept North Korea as a nuclear 

weapons state and cease any mention of North Korea abandoning its nuclear 

weapons program. Will the U.S. accept this condition for another summit? 

Join guest panelist Dr. John Merrill, Professor of Korean Studies at Johns 

Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies; Amb. Joe DeTrani, former 

special envoy to the six-party talks and Dr. Alexandre Mansourov, professor 

at the Center for Security Studies at Georgetown. 

 

This forum will be held on Tuesday, Oct 7, 2025 at 2 PM ET, livestreamed on 

washingtonbrief,org. 

Register at: washingtonbrief,org/register 
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Register ahead of time and watch the live show on 

Tuesday at 2 PM ET. 
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