
 

 

FFWPU USA Blessing and Family Ministry: In Memory of Carlton L. Johnson 
 
Carina Mendez 
February 13, 2025 
 

Carlton L. Johnson 

 

Spouse: Mihoko Johnson 

 

Children: Tad, Jason, Tai 

 

DOB: Feb 11, 1957 

 

Blessing Date: July 1, 1982 

 

Ascension: February 4, 2025 

 

Seonghwa Ceremony: February 15, 2025 at 9:30 - 

11:00 AM 

 

Location of All Services are at: Manning Funeral 

Home 700 N 25th St., Richmond, VA 23223 

 

Public Viewing: February 15, 2025 at 11- 2PM 

 

Extended Family Funeral Service: February 15, 

2025 at 2PM 

 

Memorial Site: 

rememberingcarlton.wixsite,com/memorial 

 

Carlton Leon Johnson was an extraordinary, 

providential, and unique member of the Family 

Federation for World Peace and Unification, embodying in himself, and in his family the unity of races, 

of religions, and of nations all centered on God, to which he totally dedicated his life. He loved, served, 

taught, emailed, texted, prayed and shared his heart, his eclectic love for music, and his deep knowledge 

of spiritual wisdom from great teachers of all religions. He invested himself into his friends, colleagues, 

and contacts of all races and backgrounds, young and old, with the same unwavering passion. Throughout 

his life he would pour himself into his work late into the night, and then catch a few hours of sleep in his 

chair, perhaps not unlike True Father. 

 

Carlton was born to Robert Lee and Doris Johnson, the second of their five sons. They grew up in 

Richmond, VA, in a large extended family that was part of the Chickahominy Baptist Association, where 

their father serves as a deacon. His ancestry includes African, White, and First Nations. 

 

Carlton was an anthropology student at Harvard University when he met Laurence Baer in Oakland, CA 

and joined our movement on April 19, 1979. However, prior to that meeting, he had encountered someone 

in a vivid dream, and when he met Joe Taylor, he immediately recognized Joe from that dream. Carlton 

and Joe became close lifelong friends. 

 

Carlton and Mihoko Demizu were introduced 

and matched together in 1982 and participated 

in the 2075 Couples Blessing at Madison 

Square Gardens. Mihoko had joined the 

movement on Feb 11, 1976, which was 

Carlton's 19th birthday. 

 

Shortly after joining, Carlton worked for six 

years on MFT and then returned to Harvard to 

complete his Anthropology degree. He 

continued on after graduation working with 

CARP at Harvard. The couple started their 

family life in 1989 and Mihoko gave birth to 

four sons. Tad was born in 1990. In 1991 

Carlton traveled as a pioneer missionary to 

Myanmar for six months. After that the 

Johnsons moved to Japan for five years. There, 

 
Carlton and Mihoko matching 1982 



 

 

Jason was born in 1992. 

 

In 1993, their third son Stephen was born, whom they offered to Rev. Esteban and Lorna Galvan. Their 

families have remained very close ever since. In 1996 their fourth son Tai was also born in Japan. 

 

Carlton tried for more than five years to establish a Nu Skin business in Japan, but it proved difficult 

given the cultural and language differences. In 1997 they moved to Korea, and after tutoring English 

privately for a while, Carlton was hired as an English Teacher at the prestigious Korean Minjok 

Leadership Academy. In 2006 he joined the staff teaching English at the Cheongshim International 

Academy at Cheong Pyeong. In addition to teaching, he advised the students on their strategies and 

applications for attending University in America. He also loved music and enjoyed performing with 

students there. Remarkably, Carlton and Mihoko and their three children all became fluent in Korean, 

Japanese, and English. 

 

In 2010, the family returned to Richmond 

where they organized regular monthly 

community pot luck spiritual fellowship dinners 

in their garage, which they converted into a 

meeting room. In these gatherings there was 

always an eclectic array of music and peace-

building ideas shared by all. In addition, Carlton 

hosted annual dinners at a local buffet 

restaurant for his very large extended family 

representing a number of churches in the area. 

During this time, Carlton commuted between 

Richmond and Korea where he spent most of 

his time still teaching. 

 

Carlton would regularly send long letters to his 

sons, encouraging them to address their 

questions in prayer and asking them about the 

answers they received from Heavenly Parent. 

Throughout his own life, he had enjoyed an 

ongoing dialogue with God and had diligently 

obeyed God's guidance. In fact, it was that very 

integrity and obedience which kept him in the 

Movement in 1979, when he felt strongly 

compelled to return to Harvard and to his 

fiancée at that time. It was something of a 

painful shock to Carlton when he learned that 

only a very tiny fraction of our members (he 

concluded 1%) were actually able to "hear 

God's voice" as he did. He felt that it was his challenge, while still on Earth, to raise that number to 10%. 

Heavenly Parent gave Carlton a remarkable and challenging path to pursue this goal. 

 

Carlton was massaging the feet of one of his teaching colleagues in Korea, who was suffering from 

cancer, and whose feet therefore had a very strong odor. He prayed for the ability to love that odor, and 

his heart opened up. When he reported this to God, Heavenly Parent replied, yes, "I love it 1000 times 

more than you do". This was the launch of one of the most unusual, and one of the most holy ministries in 

our Movement. Heavenly Parent opened Carlton's spiritual sense of smell, and instructed him to approach 

each of his contacts and request a pair of their stinky socks. Through those socks, Carlton was able to 

connect deeply in heart and spirit with their ancestors, both on their mothers' and fathers' sides. For each 

donor, he would experience a deep connection of love with their ancestry, which he would offer up to 

God in prayer. It became an incredibly personal and intimate experience between Carlton and Heavenly 

Parent. 

 

He finally returned permanently to America in 2017, after 20 years of teaching in Korea. Carlton then 

made a condition to visit the ancestral homes of his contacts in twelve countries, and asked God to guide 

him. He did this completely on faith, without any income at the time. One of the countries that this 

ministry took him to was Japan. It was not at all clear to him what he was supposed to do there, but he 

went in absolute obedience to God's voice. While in Japan, he became extremely ill and was hospitalized. 

It was determined that he had a very rare disorder which created huge blood clots in both lungs and 

which, if left untreated, would surely be fatal. Remarkably, in Japan, that disorder was included on a short 

list of medical issues selected for research. Even though he was not a Japanese citizen, and even though 

he had no insurance and no funds, the hospital performed two sixteen-hour surgeries, one on each lung. 

Normally this would have cost hundreds of thousands of dollars, but for research all treatment was 

provided to Carlton at no cost. 

 

 
(Left to right) Esteban, Carlton, Lorna, Jimmy 

Galvan, Jason, Stephen, Tad 



 

 

Carlton recovered fully, returned to America and taught at the Kirov Academy, and at New Hope 

Academy. He would regularly drive up from Richmond, not knowing where he would sleep. His network 

of sock donors continued to grow, and he became more and more involved in trying to bring harmony and 

reconciliation between races and groups within our Movement. Although he and Mihoko extended the 

Blessing of Marriages to members of his tribe, Carlton felt that he could not fully pursue registering as a 

Cheon Bo tribe while our Movement was still struggling internally with disunity. As a solution, he 

devoted himself to addressing this problem through his ministry. He was particularly involved in trying to 

bring healing and reconciliation between members of the African American community and our 

leadership. Moreover, indirectly, this had impact on First Nations since many of our African American 

brothers and sisters, like Carlton, also had some First Nations ancestry. He also spoke passionately about 

the need for reconciliation between conservative and liberal political persuasions. 

 

In recent years, Carlton began working as a 

substitute teacher in the Chickahominy Nation 

School System, where he was beginning to 

explore his own First Nations roots more 

deeply. Had he taken life a little easier, had he 

invested more attention to his own health, 

surely, he could have lived longer. Sadly, he 

contracted a chest infection, stopped eating, and 

died quite suddenly. 

 

The day before his death, Carlton had what 

seemed like a normal phone conversation with 

Joe Taylor. Joe was shocked to hear that 

Carlton had transitioned. The following day 

Carlton came to Joe to say that he was fine, "but 

going through a process of adjusting to his new 

circumstances." He will be deeply missed by so 

many. 

 

Carlton is survived by his Father, Robert Lee 

Johnson; by his brothers Anthony, Wayne, and 

Danard; by his wife Mihoko, and by his three 

sons and two daughters-in-law; Tad and 

Takako; Jason, and Tai and Danielle, and by his 

three grandchildren Akash (7), Mone (5) and 

Surya (3) all born to Tad and Takako. He was 

predeceased by his mother, Doris Johnson, and his brother, Keith Johnson. 

 

Support Carlton's family Here: gofund.me/32fcc02e 

 

Funeral Home Obituary Site: www,manningfh,com/obituary/carlton-johnson 

 

 

 

 
Carlton family circa 2023 
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Carlton L. Johnson I 2025 I Obituary 

SEND FLOWERS 
Order Flowers 
for the Family 

Show Your Sympathy 
to t he Family 

In Remembrance 

Viewing 
Saturday, Feb 15, 2025 

11 :00 AM-2:00 PM 

Celebration of Life 
Saturday, Feb 15, 2025 

2:00 PM 

Carlton L. Johnson 
February 4, 2025 

Share this obituary 
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IW·li·MMI 
Sign Guestbook I View Guestbook Entries I Send Sympathy Card 

With deep love and gratitude, we honor the life of Carlton Leon Johnson, a devoted 
husband, father, grandfather, educator, and spiritual leader, who ascended on February 
4, 2025. Carlton lived a life of purpose, faith, and service, striving to bring unity across 
cultures, religions, and communities. He loved, served, taught, emailed, texted, prayed 
and shared his heart, his eclectic love for music, and his deep knowledge of spiritual 
wisdom from great teachers of all religions. 

Carlton was born on February 11 , 1957, to Robert and Doris Johnson, the second of five 
sons, He was raised in Richmond, Virginia, surrounded by a large extended family deeply 
rooted in the Chickahominy Baptist Association, where his father serves as a deacon, 

An exceptional scholar, Carlton studied anthropology at Harvard University, where he 
developed a deep curiosity about human cultures and spiritual traditions. In 1979, a 
profound spiritual experience led him to dedicate his life to the Family Federation for 
World Peace, where he became a pillar of faith and mentorship. 

In 1982, Carlton was matched and blessed in marriage to Mihoko Demizu as part of the 
2075 Couples Blessing at Madison Square Garden. Together, they built a life grounded in 
love and faith. Their family journey took them across the world, from the United States to 
Japan and Korea, where Carlton worked as an educator and mentor, touching countless 
lives. 

Carlton and Mihoko were blessed with three sons: Tad (1990), Jason (1992), and Tai (1996). 
In 1993, they made the heartfelt decision to entrust their third-born child, Stephen, to the 
loving care of Rev. Esteban and Lorna Galvan. Though raised in a different home, the 
families remained close, bound by a deep and lasting friendship. 

Throughout his life, Carlton was a man of deep conviction and boundless love, He worked 
tirelessly to bridge cultural and racial divides, fostering unity within his faith community 
and beyond, Carlton spent over two decades teaching at prestigious institutions, including 
the Korean Minjok Leadership Academy and Cheongshim International Academy in Korea, 
He mentored students on their educational journeys, helped them prepare for university, 
and shared his love of music through performances with his students, 

In 2017, after twenty years abroad, Carlton returned to Richmond, Virginia. Carlton's life 
was defined by his faith, his service, and his profound love for those around him, His 
warmth, wisdom, and spiritual insight touched everyone he encountered, 

He is survived by his father, Robert Lee Johnson; his brothers, Anthony, Wayne, and 
Denard; his beloved wife, Mihoko; and his sons and daughters-in-law: Tad and Takako, 
Jason, and Tai and Danielle. He was a proud grandfather to Akash, Mone, and Surya, the 
children ofTad and Takako. 

He was preceded in death by his mother, Doris Johnson, and his brother, Keith Johnson. 

Carlton's legacy of love, faith, and unity will live on in the countless lives he touched. 

In lieu of flowers, the family invites you to honor Carlton's memory by offering acts of 
kindness and service in your own communities, as he so often did throughout his life. For 
those who wish to contribute further, donations can be made to help his family cover final 
costs and to honor his life: Celebrating and Honoring Carlton Johnson 

Funeral services can be viewed online by selecting the 'View Funeral Webcast" link below 
on Saturday, February 15, 2025, at 2:00 p.m. 

View Funeral Webcast 

To send a flower arrangement or to plant trees in memory of Carlton L Johnson, please 
click here to visit our Sympathy Store. 

SERVICES 

Viewing 
Saturday, February 15, 2025 

11:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

Celebration of Life 
Saturday, February 15, 2025 

2:00PM 
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Carlton L. Johnson 
February 11, 1957 - February 4, 20 25 

iii@FE I OBITUARY I I MUSIC I I PHOTOS I I WRITI NGS I I DONATE I I SHARE A MEMORY I 

Please use the menu above to explore Carlton 's music, photos, and memories, honoring his life and legacy. 

SERVICE DETAILS 

Saturday, February 15, 2 0 25 Monday, February 17 , 20 25 

Manning Funeral Home 

700 N 25th St . 

Richmond, VA 23223 

VIEWING 
11:00AM - 2:00 PM 

CELEBRATION OF LIFE 
2:00 PM 

VIEW LIVE STREAM 

SHARE A MEMORY 

Forest Lawn Cemetery 

4000 Pilots Lane 

Richmond, VA 23222 

INTERMENT 
1:00 PM 
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Carlton L. Johnson 
February 11, 1957 - February 4, 2025 
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OBITUARY 

With deep love and g ratitude, we honor the life of Carlt on Leon Johnson, a devoted husband, 

father, grandfather, educato r, and spiritual leader, who ascended on February 4, 2025. Carlton lived 

a life of purpose, faith, and service, striving t o bring unity across cultures, re ligions, and 

communities. He loved, served, t aught, emailed, t exted, p rayed, and shared his heart, his eclectic 

love for music, and his deep knowledge of spiritual wisdom from great teachers of al l religions. 

Carlton was born on February 11, 1957, to Robert and Doris Johnson, t he second of five sons. He 

was raised in Richmond, Virginia, surrounded by a large extended fami ly deeply rooted in the 

Chickahominy Baptist Association, where his fat her serves as a deacon. 

Carlton and Mihoko with Doris (Mother) and 

Robert (Father) 

An exceptional scholar, Carlton studied anthropology at Harvard University, where he developed a 

deep curiosity about human cultures and spiritua l traditions. In 1979, a profound spi ritual 

experience led him t o dedicate his life to t he Fami ly Federation for World Peace, where he became 

a p illar of faith and mentorship . 

In 1982, Carlton was matched and blessed in marriage to Mihoko Demizu as part of t he 2075 

Couples Blessing at Madison Square Garden. Together, they built a life grounded in love and faith. 

Their fami ly journey took them across t he world, from t he United States to Japan and Korea, where 

Carlton worked as an educator and mentor, t ouching count less lives. 



Carlton Johnson and M ihoko Demizu at their 

Marriage Matching in 1982. 

Carlton and M ihoko were blessed with three sons: Tad (1990), Jason (1992), and Ta i (1996). In 1993, 

they made the heartfelt decision to entrust their third-born chi ld, Stephen, to the loving care of Rev. 

Esteban and Lorna Galvan. Though raised in a different home, the famil ies remained close, bound 

by a deep and lasting friendship. 

L-R: Esteban, Carlton, Lorna, Jimmy, Jason, 

Stephen, Tad 

Throughout his life, Carlton was a man of deep conviction and boundless love. He worked tirelessly 

to bridge cultura l and racial d ivides, fostering unity within his faith community and beyond. Carlton 

spent over two decades teach ing at prestigious inst itutions, including the Korean Minjok Leadership 

Academy and Cheongshim International Academy in Korea. He mentored students on their 

educational journeys, helped them prepare for university, and shared h is love of music through 

performances with his students. 

In 2017, after twenty years abroad, Carlton returned to Richmond, Virginia. Carlton's life was defined 

by his faith, his service, and his profound love for those around him. His warmth, wisdom, and 

spiritual insight touched everyone he encountered. 

He is survived by his father, Robert Lee Johnson; h is brothers, Anthony, Wayne, and Danard; his 

beloved wife, Mihoko; and his sons and daughters-in-law: Tad and Takako, Jason, and Tai and 

Danielle. He was a proud grandfather to Akash, Mone, and Surya, the chi ldren of Tad and Takako. 

He was preceded in death by his mother, Doris Johnson, and his b rother, Keith Johnson. 

Keith, Robert, Danard, Wayne, Doris, and Carlton 

at Selma and Tony's Wedding 



L-R Back: Jason; Tad; Tai; Danielle; Carlton; Surya I 

Front: Takako with Mone; Akash; Mihoko I 2023 

Carlton s legacy of love, faith, and unity will live on in the countless lives he touched. 
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Carlton L. Johnson 
February 11, 1957 - February 4, 2025 

I SERVICE I I OB ITUARY I I M USIC I Fiil·ii+i I WRITI NGS I I DONATE I I SHARE A MEMORY I 

PHOTOS 

Carlton loved capturing the world around him- simple moments, special gatherings, and everyday 

l ife. His p hotos refl ect h is perspective, his joy, and the people and p laces t hat mattered to him. 

Here, you'll fi nd a co llection of his personal snapshot s- over 300 photos from his Main Flickr 

Gallery, a selection of o lder images, and a special gallery from his memorial video. 
















