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Ambassador Joseph DeTrani's Commencement Address

Ambassador Joseph DeTrani was the recipient of an Honorary Doctorate during HJI's
2024 Commencement Ceremonies held on May 25 at 4 West 43rd St.

Amb. DeTrani is the former Special Envoy for Six Party Talks with North Korea and the
U.S. representative to the Korea Energy Development Organization. He is a moderator
for the Washington Brief, a national security webinar, a member of the Council on
Foreign Relations and the National Committee on North Korea and a fellow at the
Institute of Corean-American Studies. Amb. DeTrani has published and spoken
publicly about North Korea, China, East Asia, the Middle East, international crime,

narcotics trafficking and nuclear nonproliferation.
What follows is the Commencement Address of Amb. DeTrani.

It's an honor to receive an honorary doctorate from the distinguished HJ International

Graduate School for Peace and Public Leadership. And congratulations to the



graduates and their families for their hard work and academic accomplishments. And
to the President, Dr. Thomas Walsh, and his distinguished faculty and administrative
staff and Trustees, for providing the academic training necessary to be Ambassadors

for Peace.

All of you are now prepared to embark on a journey that will help bring peace and
stability to an international community wracked by wars and conflict. The challenges

are many.

Whether it is Russia’s war in Ukraine, or Israel’s war in Gaza against the Hamas
terrorist organization, or the internecine conflict in Sudan, or tension with China in the
South and East China seas or the Taiwan Strait, or gangs and chaos in Haiti or tension
with North Korea on the Korean Peninsula, the list of wars and conflicts goes on and
on. Indeed, food insecurity, clean and potable water, climate change, cyber theft and
disinformation, artificial intelligence and so many other issues that require immediate
attention, for the common good, are the challenges you will be confronting, and
helping to resolve.
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