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HJI/UTS Celebrates 50th Anniversary

HJ International Graduate School for Peace and Public Leadership hosted a special
webinar honoring the 50th anniversary of the inauguration of the founding of our

institution (formerly Unification Theological Seminary) in September of 1975.

On Thursday, September 18, the event, In The Beginning: A Look Back at HJI/UTS
at the Time of its Founding in 1975 celebrated the legacy of its founders and
reflected on the milestones that have shaped its journey from the start. This program
was a wonderful opportunity to share in our collective history, and honor a truly

significant anniversary. Watch the Recording Here!




Join Our Upcoming Event Honoring Constitution Day and

Remembering William Lay

We are pleased to invite you to join us for “Constitutional Law and Rights” on
Tuesday, September 30 at 7pm ET. This special event honoring Constitution Day is
dedicated to the memory of William Lay, JD (1952-2025), a beloved former Adjunct
Professor of Criminal Justice and Human Security at HJI. In remembrance of his
profound dedication and contributions, we will feature a lecture on the US
Constitution. Find out more about this event here.




Submit Your Research Project for Annual Research Day!

HJ International Graduate School for Peace and Public Leadership has set Thursday,
November 20, 2025 as the date for the fourth annual HJI Research Day. Students,
Faculty, and Alumni are invited to present an Academic Poster, a visual depiction of

a research project that has been completed or is underway.

Registration is OPEN. Click for more information on Annual Research Day 2025.

UN Committee Addresses Fertility Decline
Research Forum on Family Policy and Population

Co-Sponsored by the NGO Committee on the Family and UPF

Professor Lynn Walsh, Diversity and Title IX Deputy Coordinator, and Lecturer in
Family Counseling at HJI attended the annual UN Commission on Population
Development (CPD).

During the annual CPD, the majority of the discussion is on reducing birthrates. And
yet, the United Nations reports that two-thirds of people live in countries with a
fertility rate below 2.1 births per woman. Population decline and ageing, which will
likely impact all regions of the world at the mid-century mark, bring significant

deleterious economic and social ramifications.

The NGO Committee on the Family, with UPF’s co-sponsorship, organized the

Research Forum on Family Policy and Population to present member states with



current research on demographics and pro-natal policies. This was held on May 1,
2024, and sponsored by the Mission of Hungary to the UN in New York. Read more...

Franco Famularo | HJI Alumnus, Doctorate of Ministry 2020,

Master’s in Divinity 1994 | Montreal, Canada

What inspired you to apply to HJl and your program? What do you most
appreciate about being a student at HJI?

| have wanted to attend since the early days of joining the Unification Movement.
My main inspiration was when Rev. Dr. Sun Myung Moon directly asked me to
attend in 1991 and both he and his wife Dr. Hak Ja Han encouraged me over the
course of several days to attend. | was very willing to attend because | had seen
that the educational experience would better equip me for the mission | was
involved in.

The HJI experience has broadened my perspective, helped me to dialogue more
effectively with religious, political and civil society leaders as well as with people
from all walks of life.

What are some skills you gained at HJI that have served you well through your
career?
Research skills. They helped provide a more balanced view of a multitude of topics.

The courses | took provided me with a broader understanding of religion that in



turn helped to enhance sensitivity toward individuals or groups of Christian or other
faiths. Also, the HJI experience helped me not only in my religious mission but also

in my business career, as what | learned is applicable in all areas of life.

What advice would you give to current students?
1. Make the most of your time with HJI.
2. Challenge yourself to learn in areas that you may not be familiar with and
invest yourself 100%.

If applicable, share about the benefits of your online learning experience

| graduated from HJI just as the pandemic became a fact in 2020 and only did the
defense of my dissertation online. | believe the fact that it is now possible to do the
entire program online is very beneficial to students who cannot easily travel or live

in the USA. The online experience opens many doors.

Is there any other highlight or aspect of your study at HJI that you would like
to share?
| developed a global network of friends and colleagues that were classmates at HJI.

A very important benefit of the HJI experience.

What do you enjoy in your free time?

Reading, writing, golf, visiting museums, and traveling.

For more information about HJI, email admissions@ hji,edu

To apply to HJI click here
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