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EVENTS PROGRAMS 

National Day of Peace in Cote 
d'Ivoire, the Universal Peace 

Federation-USA, in 
partnership with Women for 

Peace in Africa 

On November 15, 2025, the National Day of Peace in Cote d'Ivoire, the Universal Peace Federation­
USA, in partnership with Women for Peace in Africa, honored three outstand ing leaders of the 

African diaspora community during a special ceremony held at the new campus of HJ 
International in Manhattan. 

Three dynamic young Africans received the Ambassador for Peace cert ificate in recognition of their 

service, leadership, and commitment to promot ing peace within their communities. 

Mr. Bakary "Bouba" Kida, Manager at American Express and Founder of the Malian Students and 
Professionals Association, was honored for his mentorship to young Malians across t he United 

States. A strong believer in the American dream, he encourages African youth to pursue education, 

professional excellence, and integrity in all areas of life. 

The second honoree, Mr. Brice Sidnoma Ouedraogo, serves as a Delegate and Community Organizer 

within the Haut Conseil des Burkinabe de New York (HCBE-NY). He has played a pivotal role in 

strengthen ing relationships between the Burkinabe diaspora and Burkina Faso's diplomatic 

institutions. Mr. Ouedraogo currently serves as the official liaison between the community and 

Burkina Faso's government representatives. 

The third honoree, Coach Fatou Bakayoko, is a Certified Personal Trainer, Group Instructor, Nutrition 

Coach, and Entrepreneur. She has t ransformed her personal j ourney of hardship, resi lience, and 

healing into a mission dedicated to empowerment and peace. Fatou has inspired many women in 

the community to embrace fit ness, cu lt ivate confidence, and pursue hol istic well-being. 

Mr. Barry, the National Coordinator of the AP Initiative Project, joined Dr. Drissa Kone t o present the 

Ambassador for Peace certificates to t he distingu ished nominees. 
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ur. wa1sn, !-'resident or HJI, congratulated me awardees and encouraged tnem to remain connected 

with the HJI community. He also announced that in January, HJ I will confer an honorary 
doctorate upon lmboni Radebe, a prominent spiritual leader in South Africa, and extended an 

invitation to all African communities to participate in this histor ic event. 

The evening concluded with a warm dinner reception and networking among attendees. 
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