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From courtroom to newsroom: Growing concerns over UPI bias as its ownership ties
cast shadows over its critical reporting on the Family Federation

Text: Knut Holdhus, editor

UPI, under a leadership that includes Hyun
Jin ""Preston" Moon and Youngjun Kim, has
published a string of investigative reports on
legal actions in South Korea regarding the
Unification Church / Family Federation.

UPI (United Press International) was in the
mid-20th century a prominent high-volume
global news agency but may today best be
described as reduced to a niche wire service.

And niche it is judging by the detailed coverage
of the current investigations in South Korea
into bribes allegedly given to the former First
Lady by a former high-ranking member of the
Family Federation.

The UPI seems to exceed other news agencies
in terms of volume and details in this case.

All its seven articles from 8th July to 7th
August are written by Youngjun Kim, the
former Vice Chairman of UPI and known to be

Hyun Jin Moon (left) and his right-hand man Hyun Jin Moon's right-hand man.

Youngjun Kim in Gapyeong, South Korea 25th Feb.
2007. They are both married to daughters of
Chung-hwan Kwak, a key supporter of Hyun Jin
Moon, who is married to Jun-sook Kwak, while
Kim's wife is Shin-sook Kwak. Another key ally of
Hyun Jin Moon is Jin-man Kwak, the son of Chung-
hwan Kwak

Hyun Jin Moon is also known as Preston Moon
and is the Chairman of News World
Communications - the parent company that
owns UPI.

And News World Communications belongs to
UCI - short for Unification Church
International - a nonprofit holding entity originally established to manage the global assets and businesses




affiliated with the Unification Church, founded by Sun Myung Moon.

In 2010, UCI led by Hyun Jin "Preston” Moon amended its articles
of incorporation to remove explicit loyalty to the Unification
Church's doctrines and leadership. This was disastrous for the
church. Effectively, billions worth of assets and businesses went
lost as they came under the control of a body split from the church.
That naturally led to legal disputes.

The legal battle between the Family Federation and Unification
Church International (UCI), led by Hyun Jin "Preston™ Moon,
originated in a 2011 lawsuit. The Family Federation alleged UCI
directors breached fiduciary duties by amending articles to shift
from church-specific missions, removing loyal directors, and
diverting ~$500 million in assets (now valued up to $3 billion) to
entities like the Global Peace Foundation and Kingdom
Investments Foundation for personal or non-church pursuits. Hyun
Jin "Preston™ Moon is founder and chairman of the Global Peace
Foundation, Youngjun Kim is International Senior Vice President.
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The Washington D.C. Superior Court allowed the case in 2015, issued a 2018 injunction against
donations, and granted partial summary judgment to the Family Federation in 2019, ordering director
removals. Appeals escalated: A 2022 ruling (Moon I11) reversed much of it as nonjusticiable under the
First Amendment's religious abstention doctrine [See editor's note below]. Remaining claims were
dismissed on remand. On 3rd July 2025, the D.C. Court of Appeals affirmed the full dismissal,
concluding the 14-year dispute in UCI's favor.

The seven UPI reports published since then on legal actions in
South Korea regarding the Unification Church / Family Federation
naturally raise questions of editorial impartiality and potential bias.
As the long-running litigation pitted UCI and Preston Moon
against Family Federation, and UPI is under influence of UCI,
there is real concern that UPI coverage reflects editorial bias
favoring the UCI side - such as greater attention to allegations or
framing of the Family Federation in a negative light.

The headlines of the seven reports from 8th July to 7th August, are
uniformly critical toward the Family Federation side (Unification
Church), referencing arrests, raids, investigations, and scandal.
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The framing largely tracks the official Korean investigative
narrative, but without visible counterpoint voices sympathetic to
the Family Federation's perspective.

UPI is nominally a news agency; professional norms typically
require separation between ownership influence and newsroom
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decisions. However, actual independence may be moderated by
ownership interests.

Even if the investigative journalism is factually accurate and based
on primary reporting, critics may perceive that UPI's outlet is more
willing to highlight investigations against the Family Federation

given its owners' longstanding conflict.

Putting out one critical article after the other may easily be perceived as an attempt to justify the
"diversion" of assets worth a huge sum - possibly as much as 3 billion US dollars today - away from the
religious organization to which those assets originally belonged. By portraying the Family Federation and
its leadership in as bad a light as possible, that diversion of funds feels justified.

Another justification of the "diversion™ of the above-mentioned assets can be found in the UPI article of
7th August on the current South Korean investigations. There, Youngjun Kim writes,

"But internal divisions intensified following Moon's death in 2012, particularly over succession and
theology."”

In actual fact, what Kim calls "internal divisions" was the breakaway of a tiny fraction of members who
chose to be loyal to Hyun Jin "Preston™ Moon - or simply followed the money.



And judging by the large output of articles critical of the Family Federation, one easily gets the
impression that UCI is not content with a victory in the US courts. Through the UPI, they have found
another arena to discredit the religious organization they got their assets from.

Anyone relying on UPI coverage of the Family Federation
investigations should be aware of UPI's ownership structure and
public litigation context, and complement with information from
other independent or South Korean-based outlets for balance.

See also Risky Precedent: Church Ties and Case Dismissal

See also "Concealing Fraud Behind Religious Smokescreen"
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[Editor's note: The religious abstention doctrine - also sometimes
called the ecclesiastical abstention doctrine - is a principle developed by U.S. courts under the First
Amendment's religion clauses (the Free Exercise Clause and the Establishment Clause) that says civil
courts must generally avoid deciding disputes that would require them to interpret matters of religious
doctrine, faith, or internal church governance.

The First Amendment bars government (including the judiciary) from interfering in purely religious
guestions.

Courts may decide certain disputes involving religious organizations only if they can do so using "neutral
principles of law" that don't require interpreting religious doctrine.

When resolving a dispute would require deciding who is right on a religious question, the court must
abstain.]
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